
CATALOGUE 2026

www.smallstations.com



1

Author: JONATHAN DUNNE
Title: THE DNA OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Series: SMALL STATIONS ESSAY
Description:
This revolutionary book sets out to persuade the reader that the English language
is not the result of years of haphazard evolution, a chaotic atom-like
conglomeration of words, but a carefully planned whole in which each word has
its place and is connected by a consistent set of rules. It is not by chance that
earth is heart or soil is soul, for instance, or that salt makes us last (‘You are the
salt of the earth’) but last is in fact lst. This book journeys from the Book of
Genesis and Creation to Revelation and the Last Judgement through the English
language, suggesting that language has something to tell us about the
environment and that he who would be true to himself is inexorably pushed out
on to the margins.
ISBN: 978-954-384-077-9
Publication date: 29 October 2017 (reprint)
Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99

Author: MANUEL RIVAS
Title: FROM UNKNOWN TO UNKNOWN
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
From Unknown to Unknown is a selection of eighty poems by Manuel Rivas in
Jonathan Dunne’s English translation. The poems are taken from the Galician
book Do descoñecido ao descoñecido, which contains the author’s collected
poems from 1980 to 2003, a total of six poetry books and some recent poems.
The author has since brought out two further collections – The Disappearance of
Snow and The Mouth of the Earth – and these are available in Lorna
Shaughnessy’s translation from Shearsman Books. Manuel Rivas is Galicia’s most
international author. Much of his fiction has appeared in English, and three films
have been made of his work (Butterfly’s Tongue, The Carpenter’s Pencil, All Is
Silence).
ISBN: 978-954-384-068-7
Publication date: 24 June 2017 (reprint)
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99
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Author: LOIS PEREIRO
Title: COLLECTED POEMS
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
This volume brings together, for the first time in English translation, all three
books of poetry by this author, two of them published in his lifetime (Poems
1981/1991 and Last Poetry of Love and Illness 1992-1995) and one posthumously
(Poems for a Skylark). Like any true poet, Lois Pereiro lived on the edge, between
cultures, spending time outside his native Galicia in Madrid, learning foreign
languages, travelling as much as he could. He was also the victim of toxic oil
syndrome at an early age, which was followed by a heroin addiction and the
contraction of Aids. He died at 38, having been forced to write ‘with delicacy in a
Pandora’s box of pain’.
ISBN: 978-954-384-069-4
Publication date: 29 June 2017 (reprint)
Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99

Author: ÁLVARO CUNQUEIRO
Title: FOLKS FROM HERE AND THERE
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
A remarkable collection of literary sketches and perhaps this author’s best known
work together with Merlin and Company (which was published by Everyman in
1996). Here the author from Mondoñedo takes us on a whirlwind tour of the local
characters he meets (invents?) and the fantastical adventures they relate. The
second in our series of Galician Classics, this new translation by Kathleen March
promises to reintroduce the reader to the joys of Cunqueiro’s unexpected world.
ISBN: 978-954-384-070-0
Publication date: 29 June 2017 (reprint)
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99



3

Author: KAREN HARRISON
Title: SEKONYER RIVER
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
There are three main branches in Karen Harrison’s poetry – mythological
interpretation, journeying and intimate experiences. These sometimes intertwine,
sometimes stay parallel. And the crown is full of movement with falling leaves at
the edge of summer (her primordial sorrow) and elegant trembling of language.
The movement is often a pulse. Some poems maintain their distance, others
crush you with their closeness. But this is not a feminine poetry of attraction and
sentiment, anticipating and inducing, it is a traveller’s poetry in which the poet
floats free with her images and readers solely dependent on the river’s currents.
A confirmation of Heraclitus’ ‘Everything is one’. Where rivers are trees from
above.
ISBN: 978-954-384-010-6
Publication date: 11 June 2018 (reprint)
Price: £9.99 / €12.99 / $14.99

Author: CELSO EMILIO FERREIRO
Title: LONG NIGHT OF STONE
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
Long Night of Stone is the most famous book of Galician poetry published during
Franco’s dictatorship. The poem with this title is the result of the author’s
imprisonment in Celanova Monastery during the Spanish Civil War; the book is
read as a metaphor for the long years of dictatorship that ensued. Celso Emilio
Ferreiro, a man of unwavering commitment, who stands with the downtrodden
and oppressed and refuses to give up hope on the world, was himself born in
Celanova, a town in the province of Ourense, in 1912 and died in Vigo in 1979.
The message the book contains is surprisingly modern, inviting us as it does to
investigate the truth of our own time and find our poetry.
ISBN: 978-954-384-071-7
Publication date: 29 June 2017 (reprint)
Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: ROSALÍA DE CASTRO
Title: GALICIAN SONGS
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
Rosalía de Castro (1837-1885) is considered the founder of modern Galician
literature. She wrote three major books of poetry: two in Galician, Galician Songs
and New Leaves, and one in Spanish, On the Banks of the Sar. Nourished by the
popular songs the author heard around her, Galician Songs was first published in
1863 and dedicated on 17 May, the date that a hundred years later, in 1963,
would become and has remained Galician Literature Day, when the work of a
particular Galician author is celebrated. Galician Songs marks the first full
publication of any of Rosalía de Castro’s books of poetry in English and is
accompanied by a translator’s introduction that argues for the importance and
contemporaneity of the author’s work and poetics, not just in Galician, but in
English.
ISBN: 978-954-384-017-5
Publication date: 24 February 2013
Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99

Author: PILAR PALLARÉS
Title: A LEOPARD AM I
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
Pilar Pallarés is considered one of the most evocative voices in contemporary
Galician poetry. A Leopard Am I, published in Galician in 2011, is her fourth poetry
collection and was awarded the poetry prize of the Galician-Language Writers
Association. She has also published In the Dusk (1980), Seventh Solitude (1984,
winner of the Esquío Prize for poetry) and Book of Devorations (1996, winner of
the Galician Critics’ Prize for literary creation). She has written extensively on
other Galician poets such as Rosalía de Castro (whose Galician Songs is published
by Small Stations Press), Luís Pimentel and Ricardo Carvalho Calero. This is her
first collection to appear in English.
ISBN: 978-954-384-018-2
Publication date: 24 June 2013
Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: JONATHAN DUNNETitle: THE LIFE OF A TRANSLATORSeries: SMALL STATIONS ESSAYDescription:How are English words connected? Is there a consistent set of rules by whichwords in the English language are connected not according to their etymology,their evolution over time, but according to their letters? These letters may berearranged, read back to front, altered according to the laws of phonetics, theirposition in the alphabet, their physical appearance, their numerical value. Sowhile the reverse of live is evil, we can count down from I to O and find loveinstead (as sin gives son). The ego, by taking a step back in the alphabet, can beturned into God. Using the laws of phonetics, we can realize that the true purposeof the self is to serve. In The Life of a Translator, Jonathan Dunne offers a clear,direct introduction to the ways in which English words can be connectedaccording to their DNA, arguing that words have something to tell us abouthuman life, but their meaning is hidden and must be deciphered (God is code). Inthis sense, language is similar to the environment. We think we see what isaround us, but we are spiritually blind even after we have opened our eyes, and itis this spiritual blindness causing a crisis in the world because of how we treat ourworld, the environment, each other and, ultimately, ourselves.ISBN: 978-954-384-021-2Publication date: 06 October 2013Price: Contact the publisher

Author: CARYS EVANS-CORRALESTitle: TALKING GIRL: A MEMOIRSeries: SMALL STATIONS ESSAYDescription:In this extraordinary account, Carys Evans-Corrales takes the reader on a culturalrollercoaster ride. As a child growing up in the Singapore, Malaysia and Jamaica of the1950s and 1960s, the author came into contact with a host of languages and culturalinfluences, ranging from the Hainanese she spoke as a toddler to the Welsh counting songand English nursery rhymes she was taught by her mother to the Mandarin songs ofChinese children. In Kuala Lumpur, she came into contact with Malay, whose idiomsdelighted her, and in Kingston, Jamaica, with Jamaican patois, where she was shocked bythe racially charged atmosphere. In Jamaica, she was introduced to Spanish, whichconditioned her next move – to study Linguistics at York University in the UK, specializingin Spanish. This, in turn, led to a year abroad in Seville, where the author played the roleof Andalusian novia, and, after completing her undergraduate degree, to a year ofresearch in Salamanca. During this year, she was offered a job at the university in Santiagode Compostela, where she went in 1974, just as the Franco years were coming to an endand Galicia was recovering its language and identity. But it was in a move to America, in1985, that the author finally acquired her own identity and laid the ghosts of her past torest. The account of these years is littered with anecdotes about local people, schoolfriends, linguistic conundrums and political backdrops, and offers a sweeping view of thesecond half of the twentieth century lived out on three continents.ISBN: 978-954-384-025-0Publication date: 26 May 2014Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99
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Author: AGUSTÍN FERNÁNDEZ PAZ
Title: BLACK AIR
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
Víctor Moldes is an outstanding psychiatry student, looking to test his knowledge
on patients. He is given a job at the prestigious Beira Verde Clinic in Galicia, near
the Portuguese border, and handed a patient, Laura Novo, who is capable only of
writing her name on blank sheets of paper. Slowly he draws her out of herself and
she agrees to tell him her story, how she left Madrid in order to work on her
thesis and escape a difficult relationship that was going nowhere. Her return to
the land where she grew up, to stay in a guest house run by a schoolteacher she
had fallen passionately in love with when she was a teenager, has fatal
consequences. Her presence in the remote area of Terra Chá awakens the Great
Beast, who up until that moment had been slumbering in the depths of the earth.
Once awake, the Great Beast has one year to achieve its objective. Dr Moldes
finds himself drawn into a conflict he is barely able to understand, let alone
control, and, having finally pieced together the fragments of the narrative, he is in
a race against time to save his patient.
ISBN: 978-954-384-028-1
Publication date: 29 September 2014
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: FINA CASALDERREYTitle: DOVE AND CUT THROATSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:André Santomé Lobeira is a teenager whose parents divorced when he was five.He puts on a front at school to defend himself against the bullies Raúl Pernas andHéctor Solla, who do everything they can to make his life miserable. He startsdeliberately getting low marks in the hope they will ignore him. This encourageshis grandfather to intervene, and André goes to live with his grandparents, whorun a restaurant, The Birdhouse, in the garden of which his grandfather has anorphanage for birds. André finds a baby cut-throat finch, a finch with a red lineacross its neck, and keeps it as a pet. He is torn between two girls – Halima, aMoroccan girl in his class whose mother died as they were crossing into Spain,who helps him stand up to the bullies; and Dove, a girl he meets on the Internet,who helps him with his homework and when his grandfather falls ill. Dovearranges for them to meet in person, but André is afraid this will ruin theirfriendship and feels a strange sense of betrayal to the other girl in his life, Halima.He almost wishes Dove had never arranged their meeting…ISBN: 978-954-384-029-8Publication date: 29 September 2014Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99
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Author: MARCOS CALVEIROTitle: THE PAINTER WITH THE HAT OF MALLOWSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:A teenage boy is sent by his mother to spend a few days in the country as a wayof getting him out of trouble. In the town of Auvers-sur-Oise, one hour north ofParis, the boy finds life with his great-aunt unbearable – that is until the arrival ofthe painter Vincent van Gogh, who has come to escape difficulties in the south. Itis the summer of 1890 and already eight months have passed since the boy lefthis mother. He begins a friendship with the painter, taking him to places he hasn’tseen and engaging in conversations that open his eyes to a different way ofviewing the world, bringing to an end his turbulent past. He also struggles withthe reasons for his mother’s disappearance from the town where she grew upand experiences the first embers of romantic love when he develops an interestin the daughter of van Gogh’s innkeeper, Adeline. Based on real events, thisimaginative story of a teenage boy’s friendship with an inspired painter andparticipation in the events of a provincial town, where he meets the local doctor,a war hero, and railway pointsman, as well as the man who could turn out to behis real father, rushes to its inevitable conclusion like the trains that slice throughthe countryside on their way to Paris.ISBN: 978-954-384-030-4Publication date: 29 September 2014Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ELENA GALLEGO ABAD
Title: DRAGAL I: THE DRAGON’S INHERITANCE
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
After the death of his father in a caving accident, Hadrián is forced to move to
Galicia with his mother and start at a new school. His mother gives him a
medallion that belonged to his father, showing a dragon in a threatening posture
on one side and the same dragon incubating an egg on the other. When the
dragon’s tails move, the boy realizes this is no ordinary medallion. Meanwhile, he
has noticed the stone effigy of a dragon on the cornice of St Peter’s Church, which
winks at him and infiltrates his thoughts. The boy’s destiny, it seems, is to sacrifice
himself so that the dragon can come back to life after an interval of a thousand
years, during which it has been protected in the catacombs under the church. The
boy and his classmate Mónica will first have to locate the catacombs with the
help of the parish priest, Father Xurxo, before they can ascertain whether the
dragon’s existence is for real.
ISBN: 978-954-384-031-1
Publication date: 29 September 2014
Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: XOSÉ MARÍA DÍAZ CASTRO
Title: HALOS
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
Xosé María Díaz Castro (1914-1990) is considered one of the greatest exponents
of twentieth-century Galician poetry, alongside such names as Álvaro Cunqueiro,
Celso Emilio Ferreiro and Aquilino Iglesia Alvariño. He published only one book
during his lifetime, Halos. A short book, it comprises thirty-two poems divided
into seven sections and containing one of the most emblematic of all Galician
poems, ‘Penelope’. The book embraces such themes as the writing of poetry, the
poet’s love for Galicia and his philosophical concerns, including his religious faith.
Many of the poems were written in hendecasyllables and alexandrines and this
translation by John Rutherford has set out to reproduce the metre as well as the
meaning with remarkable success. The deep-seated concerns of this man, a
translator and schoolteacher as well as a poet, are brought into English for the
first time.
ISBN: 978-954-384-033-5
Publication date: 30 September 2014
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: MANUEL RIVASTitle: ONE MILLION COWSSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:From the author of The Low Voices and The Carpenter’s Pencil, the book of shortstories that set him on his way and revolutionized Galician literature when itcame out at the end of the 1980s. For the first time, Galician prose dealt with theGalician landscape in a modern context, uniting tradition and modernity, placingthe poetry of landscape alongside the irony of modern society. In One MillionCows, a collection of eighteen short stories by Manuel Rivas, the first hepublished, a boy tries to find out if his cousin is really a battery-operated robot, asailor who has been shipwrecked at sea turns up dead in a local bar, theinhabitants of a village transport a young suicide so that he can be buried in anadjoining parish, a Galician who has recently returned from England dreams ofbuilding a golf course on the mud-flats of his childhood, and a prospectivecouncillor is put off by the fish scales on a fishwife’s hands. Manuel Rivas isGalicia’s most international author, and once again the reader will be able toenjoy his striking metaphors, his commitment to what he writes, and his lingeringeye for detail.ISBN: 978-954-384-035-9Publication date: 29 June 2015Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: SUSO DE TOROTitle: POLAROIDSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:One of the most exciting works of literature to have come out of Galicia in the last thirtyyears, and the first adult-fiction title by Suso de Toro to be made available in the English-language market. There is something startling about this book. With Raymond Carver-likesimplicity, the author extracts the commonplace events and ordinary frustrations of life,shedding light on them, exalting them and undermining them at the same time, so thatthe reader is left in a hiatus, expectant and fulfilled. What goes on here is impossible,outrageous, and yet it happens. A blind man beats and is poisoned by his wife, an agedhousemaid tries to breastfeed the baby when the parents are out, a second-handtypewriter insists on typing out its own message, a rapist awaits the family’s vengeancewhile wishing he knew the victim’s name, a cash machine flirts with a customer of thebank by making spurious deposits into her account, a jumper turns murderous, a pornmodel seeks an intimate relationship that isn’t confined to the glossy pages of a magazine,a mother loses track of her child, Cain and Abel appear in modern dress, the hero Theseusis driven to question whether he really is a hero or not, a man finds his wife having anaffair in the wardrobe… There is something absolutely surprising about these stories thatsignalled a new direction in post-Franco Galician literature, in a book the author himselfdescribed as ‘an outburst of fury inspired by punk’.ISBN: 978-954-384-036-6Publication date: 29 June 2015Price: Contact the publisher

Author: MIGUEL-ANXO MURADOTitle: SOUNDCHECK: TALES FROM THE BALKAN CONFLICTSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The death of a foreign cameraman outside Karlovac, the threat of Serbian snipersin Zagreb, a massacre of village peasants by guerrilla fighters, a young Croat whojoins forces with a Serbian scrap merchant and is caught up in a confrontationwith Gypsies competing for scrap metal left over by the war… The stories inMiguel-Anxo Murado’s Soundcheck: Tales from the Balkan Conflict focus on thehostilities between Croats and Serbs during the 1991 war in Croatia. Told withchilling brevity and disarming intensity, the stories bring to life a conflict theauthor himself covered as a foreign correspondent and are based on real-lifeevents or conversations that took place during the war. Miguel-Anxo Murado, aregular contributor to The New York Times and The Guardian newspapers, isknown for his fiction based on his experiences as a journalist in war-torn regionsof the world, from the ex-Yugoslavia to the Middle East. Inspired by fleetingconversations or poignant scenes, he draws universal lessons about the natureand ultimate destiny of humankind.ISBN: 978-954-384-037-3Publication date: 29 June 2015Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: XURXO BORRAZÁSTitle: VICIOUSSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Shakespearean drama set in a Galician context. There is something strikinglypostmodern – or Elizabethan – about this novel, in which a man from Laracha,south-west of Coruña, on Galicia’s famed Coast of Death, is on the run forcommitting a multiple murder that shocks the local community and has the priestcalling for the razing of the local slums. Chucho Monteiro, who has always beenoverlooked by his father in favour of his younger brother, Daniel, more pliable,less violent, heads to the port of Coruña in order to effect his escape on the firstship weighing anchor, a ship that will take him not to Stratford, but toSouthampton and on. In a fascinating, multi-layered narrative, the author keepsthe reader guessing about the murderer’s final destination until the very end.Narrative chronology is mixed up, and the veil between author and reader is tornin two, so that we’re not sure if we are witnesses or partakers of this narrative.Vicious (called Criminal in Galician) is Xurxo Borrazás’ second and best-knownnovel, and won him the Spanish Critics’ Prize as well as the San Clemente Prizeawarded by high-school readers.ISBN: 978-954-384-038-0Publication date: 29 June 2015Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: I LOVE YOU LEO A. DESTINATION SOMEWHERESeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:After university, Leo is due to go travelling for six months with her friends Aldara, Inésand Martiño, but at the last minute her friends pull out and Leo is left to travel on herown. Her first stop, in Lisbon, Portugal, is a rain-soaked disaster. She is draggedaround the city by her overbearing host and only really gets a feel for the city duringthe final few days, when she is cooped up in his apartment. But everything changeswith her next destination, Barcelona, where she meets up with a group of friendsfrom Latin America who call themselves ‘Ruth & Co.’ and busk for a living. Romance,excitement, frustration, appalling and luxurious living conditions, familiar and foreigncultures, follow as Leo travels to Granada, Córdoba, Seville and Cádiz in Andalusia,Marrakesh in Morocco and finally Istanbul. In this first instalment of Leo’s travellingadventures, Leo discovers that she must learn how to leave a place before she cantruly enjoy her experiences, and how travelling can bring you back full circle. She isalso mystified by the graffiti that keeps appearing along her route: ‘I Love You Leo A.’Who is it that has scrawled this graffiti wherever she goes, and what do they want?Only by continuing with her journey and not giving up will Leo find out the answer tothis riddle!ISBN: 978-954-384-040-3Publication date: 28 September 2015Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: AGUSTÍN FERNÁNDEZ PAZTitle: WINTER LETTERSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:‘The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear, and the oldest andstrongest kind of fear is fear of the unknown,’ writes H. P. Lovecraft at the start ofhis essay Supernatural Horror in Literature. In real life, the author AgustínFernández Paz, Galicia’s answer to H. P. Lovecraft, is reading the newspaper andcomes across a classified ad for a haunted house. He imagines what wouldhappen if someone answered that ad. Then what would happen if they went tosee the house and liked it. Then what would happen if they had enough moneyand decided to buy it. And finally what would happen if they went to live thereand discovered that the house was really haunted. This is the plot of WinterLetters, one of the best-selling Galician novels of all time. The house will bring tomind, for older readers, the Bates’ home in Alfred Hitchcock’s film Psycho. Insidethe house is a book of prints that may remind younger readers of Tom Riddle’sdiary in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. However this may be, thereader is sure to be drawn in by the force and power of the narrative, which is assmooth and sinuous as the sirens’ song heard by Ulysses from the sanctuary ofthe mast of his ship.ISBN: 978-954-384-041-0Publication date: 28 September 2015Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99

Author: ELENA GALLEGO ABADTitle: DRAGAL II: THE DRAGON’S METAMORPHOSISSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:In this second instalment of the saga by Elena Gallego Abad devoted to theGalician dragon Dragal, the schoolboy Hadrián, who with his friend Mónicadiscovered the dragon’s remains in the catacombs under St Peter’s Church, islocked in a struggle with the dragon to see who will come out on top. Mónica haspromised to take some food to the Moor’s Pool, where her friend has gone forrefuge, but is unsure what dragons eat when they’re not devastating the localpopulation. Before setting out, however, she receives strange, handwrittenmessages of warning, telling her not to go. She seeks help – first from the parishpriest, Father Xurxo, who produces an ancient box containing three objects thatmight be the Grand Master’s keys, and then from a police officer, Cortiñas, whoturns out to have a vested interest in the dragon’s well-being. When Hadrián goesmissing, his mother calls the police, but only Mónica knows where he really is.Will she inform the police and break her promise not to reveal where he is hiding?If she does, will the police be in time to save her friend, and what will become ofthe dragon he has started to turn into?ISBN: 978-954-384-042-7Publication date: 28 September 2015Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: LEDICIA COSTAS
Title: HEART OF JUPITER
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
By the winner of the 2015 Spanish National Book Award for Young People’s
Literature, Heart of Jupiter is the story of a teenage girl, Isla, who moves home
and has to start over at a new school in Region. Here she makes friends with Mar,
who helps her adjust to her new circumstances, but she also comes across Oak,
who is determined to make her life miserable and seems to bear a grudge. She
spends her nights chatting online with Jupiter. They share a common passion for
the stars. Isla finds solace in their relationship, but Mar remains unconvinced and
would prefer to see Isla in a relationship with Anxo, a boy from their school,
someone she has actually seen. Isla is insistent, however: Jupiter and she have
arranged to meet on Midsummer’s Eve, when they will finally discover whether
their online relationship is for real…
ISBN: 978-954-384-049-6
Publication date: 17 May 2016
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: AGUSTÍN FERNÁNDEZ PAZ
Title: CORRIDORS OF SHADOW
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
Clara Soutelo is a sixteen-year-old girl who spends her summers in the town of
Vilarelle in Galicia. She descends from a well-to-do family that was on the winning
side in Spain’s Civil War and that occupies the manor house in Vilarelle. All the
local families look up to them, and Clara has taken this attitude for granted. That
is until the summer of 1995, when a skeleton is discovered in the manor house
during restoration work. It has been walled up for many years, perhaps since the
time of the Civil War, and the skull has a bullet hole. Clara also discovers a ring
bearing the initial ‘R’. What is the identity of the victim, and who wielded the
murder weapon? The search for the discovery of the truth will lead Clara into her
family’s inglorious past through the witness of the town’s inhabitants, and will
also sow the seeds of romance between her and a young mechanic by the name
of Miguel, descendant of the bookbinder Ishmael, with whom she shares the
secret pleasure of reading.
ISBN: 978-954-384-050-2
Publication date: 31 May 2016
Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99
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Author: MIGUEL ANXO FERNÁNDEZ
Title: A NICHE FOR MARILYN
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
Frank Soutelo is a down-at-heel private detective, the son of Galician immigrants,
based in Los Angeles, California. He doesn’t get much choice in his assignments
and has to take pretty much what’s on offer, so when he gets hired and paid an
advance of twenty-five thousand dollars, he’s understandably pleased, and his
secretary even more so. The unusual thing, however, is what he’s been asked to
do: to recover the body of the actress Marilyn Monroe, which has reputedly gone
missing from her grave in Westwood Village Memorial Park Cemetery. Big Frank,
as he is known, is about to get drawn into a world that is unfamiliar to him: a
world of necrophiliacs, zealous watchmen, uniformed chauffeurs and high-class
mansions. The question is will he be able to extricate himself from this situation
with his dignity and heart in one piece?
ISBN: 978-954-384-051-9
Publication date: 15 August 2016
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: MANUEL RIVAS
Title: THE POTATO EATERS
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
Sam is a drug addict with a sense of humour. One particular escapade lands him
in hospital, where he makes friends with the old man in the adjoining bed and
becomes progressively enamoured of the nurse Miss Cowbutt’s unsung qualities.
In an attempt to wean him off his drug habit, his elder brother, Nico, takes him to
the village, Aita, where their grandmother lives, a world far removed from the
distractions of modern life, in which even the silence seems animate. He meets
up with Gaby the single mother and Dombodán the collector of discarded items.
He also becomes acquainted with a slippery customer named ‘Sir’ who takes
refuge in the radio set in the attic. A host of colourful characters – from Tip and
Top to the ‘relentless lady’ – populate this tale, which pits a victim of zero
expectations against the haunting traditions of the village.
ISBN: 978-954-384-052-6
Publication date: 15 August 2016
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99
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Author: MIGUEL-ANXO MURADOTitle: ASH WEDNESDAYSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:In this collection of sixteen short stories by the Galician writer Miguel-Anxo Murado,the reader is taken on a journey through the various rites of passage that make up anindividual’s life, from the months-old baby who lives in the eternal moment ofNothingness and quickly forgets an argument with his elder brother to the universityprofessor who visits a colleague in Kyoto to see the cherry blossom and before thesymbols of impermanence is forced to confront his own terminal illness. Children andadults alike endure extreme situations, from a child who is bullied at school to theChinese women workers who stay up all night to prepare a handmade suit for themorning. Sailors are rescued at sea; others are cast adrift when their ship sinks, at themercy of the current. A young man is brought face to face with his late father whensurrounded by a mountain blaze; a young girl endeavors to learn the secrets to hersister’s radiant beauty. Two boys fall for the same girl; one tries to curry favor withthe members of his gang in a story reminiscent of Isaac Babel’s Red Cavalry, whileanother searches for the strength inside. All are caught in unexpected situations,elegantly and expertly described, and handed the task of how to react in a book thatcelebrates the human spirit across barriers of time and language.ISBN: 978-954-384-053-3Publication date: 15 August 2016Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ROSALÍA DE CASTRO
Title: NEW LEAVES
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
‘Poetry is the taste of thinking in the mouth,’ writes translator Erín Moure in
introducing New Leaves. In the face of so much migration and precarity, poet
Rosalía de Castro sets herself to thinking and recognizes repetition as key to
humanity; she views the social as intimate; she creates poems in dialogue so that
subjectivity reverberates; she examines the notion of home and articulates the
effects of migration on women, the widows. ‘Thinking,’ continues Moure, ‘fills the
absence when love and hope are missing.’ New Leaves confronts the conundrum
of human existence and the injustices suffered by those left behind in the fight
(flight) for (economic) survival. As such, Rosalía de Castro is our contemporary in
our own times of migration. New Leaves was her second and last major work of
poetry in the Galician language, after Galician Songs, and is here presented in
award-winning poet Erín Moure’s memorable translation.
ISBN: 978-954-384-058-8
Publication date: 17 September 2016
Price: £14.99 / €18.99 / $21.99
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Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: I LOVE YOU LEO A. TRANSIT STATIONSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:In this second instalment of Leo’s travelling adventures, Leo, a universitygraduate, has been travelling on her own for three months. She finds herself onthe outskirts of Ankara, the capital of Turkey, after visiting the famous rockchurches of Cappadocia. She returns to Istanbul, hoping to find her currentboyfriend in the hotel room where she left him. A moment of panic causes her tolash out and buy a one-way ticket to Prague, where she hooks up with a group ofAmericans, practises her English and tours Bohemia with its ups and downs. Shethen dresses up as a Vestal Virgin to see if she can fool the man of her dreams inthe Roman Forum. Another misunderstanding almost leads to disaster, but theother members of Ruth & Co. – the group of buskers who are a joy for the pocketand a heaviness for the heart – prevent this, and together they travel to Siena,Bologna and Venice in Italy before Leo decides it is time to visit her favourite auntin Paris. Along the way, Leo continues to come across graffiti that says ‘I Love YouLeo A.’ – who is the anonymous author of these messages that pursue herwherever she goes?ISBN: 978-954-384-055-7Publication date: 25 September 2016Price: Contact the publisher

Author: SUSO DE TORO
Title: TICK-TOCK
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
‘Possibly the most impressive novel ever written in the Galician language’. With
these words, the eminent critic Basilio Losada describes Suso de Toro’s novel Tick-
Tock in a letter to the author. Suso de Toro is alternative in everything he does, he
rearranges the boundaries, surprises the reader, does the unexpected, persons,
tenses change, and what could be construed as an atheistic, chaotic novel
acquires hints of religiosity. Nano, the narrator, is a man of uncertain age who has
never made it in the world, but who likes to hold forth all the same, to fill
notebooks with his thoughts on fishing in the Gran Sol, on controlling his libido,
on inventing machines that serve no purpose. The novel centres on his
experiences, and on the lives of those around him: his mother, his father and half-
brother, the people who occupy the building where his mother cleans. Tick-Tock,
a sequel to Polaroid, received the Spanish Critics’ Prize for its unconventionality
and narrative expertise, and is the author’s most popular work.
ISBN: 978-954-384-056-4
Publication date: 25 September 2016
Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $20.99
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Author: ANA MARÍA MATUTE
Title: THE FOOLISH CHILDREN
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
The Foolish Children contains twenty-one micro-fiction stories by Ana María
Matute in Spanish and in English translation. The original was first published in
Spain during Franco’s dictatorship. It was rated by the Nobel laureate Camilo José
Cela as ‘the most important work written in Spanish by a woman since the
Countess Emilia Pardo Bazán’. Ana María Matute, along with Camilo José Cela and
Miguel Delibes, is widely considered one of Spain’s most distinguished writers of
fiction in the twentieth century. She was awarded the Spanish National Book
Award twice and, in 2010, received the Spanish-speaking world’s most prestigious
literary award, the Cervantes.
ISBN: 978-954-384-060-1
Publication date: 06 December 2016
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: KAREN HARRISONTitle: NIGHT-SINGING BIRDSeries: SMALL STATIONS POETRYDescription:There are three main threads in Karen Harrison’s poetry, which intertwine: nature,God and her personal life. But they are not simply ontological, they belong to eachother, they widen each other, they talk amongst themselves. In Harrison’s nature,there is room for many birds, but the most important are those that sing at night(hence the title of the book), just as God made darkness His home. Her God is a longpilgrimage starting with an entire belonging, but also allowing for a critical mind: shewill protest in front of the United Nations about Him, who permitted such diversity infaith, but accepts only true believers. In her intimate moments, she suffered a terribleillness, but this is not a reason for closing herself off; for Harrison, it is a source ofcommunication. The soul of this poet is open towards the other. It is a poetry – and alife – of relation. In this way, she confirms that most Christian postulate: that there isno greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. We hold in our hands abook of aesthetic poetry, a silent book that sounds more like messages thanconversation. This is autobiographical poetry, but it has deeper roots in the Spirit,which Church Fathers describe as a fish swimming in the open sea, in God. ‘Like a fishin an aquarium, I am a thing of the Spirit,’ writes Harrison.ISBN: 978-954-384-061-8Publication date: 26 May 2017Price: £9.99 / €12.99 / $14.99
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Author: LEDICIA COSTASTitle: AN ANIMAL CALLED MISTSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:In An Animal Called Mist, a book of six short stories, the Galician author Ledicia Costas(Winner of the 2015 Spanish National Book Award) walks the tightrope betweenfiction and reality in a superb and sometimes shocking narrative. She bases herself onreal events in and after the Second World War – the Siege of Leningrad, the sinking ofthe USS Indianapolis, the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, theinterrogation of Italian partisans by the Banda Koch, the sexual exploitation of womeninternees in Nazi concentration camps, the trials of high-ranking Nazi officials – andthen recreates them, changing and inventing biographical details, giving free rein toher writer’s imagination in order to produce a sequence of stories that look not somuch at historical fact as at the essence of barbarism, the capacity of the humanmind to conceive ways of torturing and tormenting fellow human beings. This is not ahistorical account of the Second World War – for that, the reader should consultworks of history – but a book of fiction that focuses on the shadow projected by theevents, their essence, the granulated content of their darkness. Ledicia Costas is oneof Galicia’s best-known writers who, in the tradition of writers such as Manuel Rivasand Agustín Fernández Paz, magnifies the voice of the persecuted in her narrative. AnAnimal Called Mist won the Losada Diéguez Prize for Literary Creation in 2016.ISBN: 978-954-384-062-5Publication date: 08 September 2017Price: Contact the publisher

Author: XABIER P. DOCAMPOTitle: THE BOOK OF IMAGINARY JOURNEYSSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Inspired by Italo Calvino’s Invisible Cities, The Book of Imaginary Journeys by Xabier P.DoCampo follows in the tradition of great travel literature that began with Homer’sOdyssey. It purports to be the transcription of two travel journals written by a certainX.B.R., in which the Traveller gives as objective a description as he can of the citiesand kingdoms he visits. So it is he comes to a city you can only visit for three days orwhere you cannot fall asleep, a city balanced on the fine point of a diamond orrotating on a water wheel, a city whose inhabitants are all tree-dwelling women ordescended from birds, a city where the tombstones are inscribed not with the namesof the deceased but with the titles of their favourite books, a city where money isonly valid for a year, where none of its inhabitants can go fishing because all the rodshave been turned into soldiers’ lances, whose ministers are made to wear nooses as awarning to stay clean… The Traveller records songs, proverbs and remedies he hearsalong the way and describes some of the people he meets – a woman who conductsimaginary orchestras, a man who loves the earth so much he would like to plough itwith a pair of unicorns, another searching for a treasure guarded by seven keys… Liketranslation, travel is a return to the source, the point of departure. What the Travellertakes away from the experience is what he has learned.ISBN: 978-954-384-063-2Publication date: 08 September 2017Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: CARLOS CASARESTitle: HIS EXCELLENCYSeries: GALICIAN CLASSICSDescription:Against a background of perceived attacks on established religion by thepoliticians of the day, and the introduction of the newfangled cinematograph tothe city of Ourense, the local bishop, His Excellency, faces dissent in the ranks. Hisassistant, Don Xenaro, while struggling to preserve his loyalty to the bishop, isdrawn to side with the canon theologian, Don Telesforo, who is vehementlyopposed to the new invention. No less an opponent is the much revered, andsoon to be sainted, local nun, Sister Sabina, who appeals to the bishop to save hissoul. The bishop seeks solace in food, in the once intellectual but now ailingcompany of his aged vicar, in memories of a better time, when he studied at theseminary, but ghosts rarely lie down easily, and he will have to chase them awayif he doesn’t wish to be defeated. A visit to the cinema, where he witnesses therowdy atmosphere, the impressive images and the poverty of its pioneers, anindulgent attitude… If he’s not careful, others at the start of this tumultuoustwentieth century will take matters into their own hands, and dissent will turninto open revolt. A hilarious look at the internal politics of a cathedral chapter, atthe confrontation between conservative and liberal elements, His Excellency isone of Galician writer Carlos Casares’ best-loved and most enduring novels.ISBN: 978-954-384-067-0Publication date: 25 May 2017Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99

Author: ANXOS SUMAITitle: THAT’S HOWWHALES ARE BORNSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A young woman, who has left Galicia to go and study marine biology in Mexico(Baja California), is recalled to Galicia when it is found out that her mother is verysick. Her aunt would like her to sign some papers agreeing to take over the familybusiness and renouncing her Mexican studies and emotional ties that she hasforged in her new life. However, returning to Galicia and renewing her family tiesis not exactly what the woman wants. Her mother has shut herself in her room forthe last year, and relations between them have always been strained. Shereceived more affection from a nanny, Felisa, and better advice from her uncle,Cándido. There is also an older brother, Ramón, a larger-than-life figure who hasleft an indelible mark in the lives of those around him, and an absent father. Willthe woman’s visit to see her sick mother turn out to be permanent, and will itsoothe any of the festering wounds in her psyche, wounds that she has buriedbeneath her marine studies and a relationship with her one-time tutor? That’sHow Whales Are Born is a return to our origins, a search into the usefulness ofstirring up past memories and seeking reconciliation.ISBN: 978-954-384-073-1Publication date: 09 September 2017Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99
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Author: MANUEL LOURENZO GONZÁLEZTitle: BROTHER OF THE WINDSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Khaled is an Iraqi boy, a member of the Koblai tribe, growing up in the village of QhissaHanni in the mountains of north Iraq. He has left school to look after his family’s flock ofsheep, but his father and the local schoolteacher think he has the makings of a writer, sothey give him a notebook in which he records his aspirations, events in the village, the lifeof his family, his wish to own a horse which he will call ‘Ahu al-Rih’ or ‘Brother of theWind’, his secret engagement to the mayor’s daughter, Amrah, so secret that even shedoesn’t know about it, the time when he and a friend go frog hunting and slip a couple offrogs into the midwife’s bag, causing havoc when the midwife is due to assist in the birthof Ilaisha’s son… The book is presented as a series of letters which Khaled writes to theson of a European archaeologist, Dr Meira, nicknamed ‘Al-Galego’, who has taken upresidence in the village in order to pursue his archaeological studies and because he hasgrown fond of the Iraqi way of life. But the invasion of the country in 2003 by the UnitedStates and its allies casts a heavy shadow over this remote village and its inhabitants, whostruggle to come to terms with the issues that are at stake and who will have to draw onall their reserves of courage and strength if they are to survive. The war will bring tragedyto the village and will force Khaled to undertake a journey he has never imagined before,to the heart of the country’s capital, Baghdad. This is a journey of principle, of courageover fear, of faith and friendship, of self-sacrifice, that will change Khaled’s expectationsforever.ISBN: 978-954-384-074-8Publication date: 19 October 2017Price: Contact the publisher

Author: MANUEL LOURENZO GONZÁLEZTitle: FLOWER OF SANDSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:It is several years since the events of Brother of the Wind, the prequel to Flower ofSand, and Amrah, the daughter of the mayor of Qhissa Hanni in the mountains ofnorth Iraq, has adapted to her new life in Kirkuk. Her father has gone from beingmayor of a small village to becoming a pivotal figure in the oil business, anintermediary between foreign corporations and local companies, and an aspiringpolitician. He has betrothed his daughter to his business partner, the governingjudge Jemaa Lefta. Amrah, however, has not forgotten her childhood sweetheart,Khaled, or her wish to study architecture at university and design buildings in thenew Iraq. Her studies bring her into contact with a local resistance leader,Haytham al-Taleb, and when her father falsely accuses her mother of adulteryand divorces her, she agrees to provide Haytham with information about hisbusiness activities. Her involvement with the resistance will go much further thanthat, however, taking her down a road she would never have imagined, andultimately salvation will take the form of the most unexpected person in her life.ISBN: 978-954-384-075-5Publication date: 19 October 2017Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: ELENA GALLEGO ABADTitle: DRAGAL III: THE DRAGON’S FRATERNITYSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:In order for Dragal to come back to life, possibly at the expense of Hadrián’shumanity, the descendants of the original seven knights must meet in thedragon’s crypt at midnight on the first full moon of the spring equinox, whichcoincides with Easter night. They must have the keys of the Secret Science withthem: the parchment that stands for Wisdom, the master crystal that signifiesStrength, and the alchemical egg that represents the dragon’s Secret. The parishpriest, Don Xurxo, and the policeman who investigated Hadrián’s previousdisappearance, Cortiñas, are considered to be two knights, but even countingHadrián and Hadrián’s mother, that still leaves another three knights that willhave to be convened if the Dragon’s Fraternity is to be complete and successfullyfulfil the prophecy about the dragon’s child regaining the power wrested from itsfather and releasing the telluric forces. Perhaps the fire at St Peter’s, which hasdestroyed much of the inside of the church, will act as a magnet, attracting theother members of the fraternity and enabling the ritual to be carried out. Butwith services for Holy Week transferred to the sports pavilion, and a nosy bishop,the race is on to reach the dragon’s crypt in time.ISBN: 978-954-384-076-2Publication date: 20 October 2017Price: Contact the publisher

Author: TERESA MOURETitle: BLACK NIGHTSHADESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Einés Andrade is a doctoral student whose studies center on the figure of the Frenchphilosopher René Descartes. But when she is only seven or eight, she is sent to the atticfor calling her great-grandmother a monkey, and there she discovers a large chest fromwhich emanate various scents. She also discovers private papers belonging to QueenChristina of Sweden and a certain Hélène Jans, a herbalist and healer of Amsterdam. Shediscovers that the two women shared a common passion. In 1649, Christina of Swedeninvited Descartes to her court to give her lessons in philosophy, but he was reputed tohave caught pneumonia and died in 1650. Before that, he had an affair with the maid ofthe bookseller in whose house he was staying in Amsterdam, Hélène Jans. She becamepregnant and gave birth to their daughter, Francine, who died at the age of five in 1640.Fifteen years later, Queen Christina and Hélène meet to exchange impressions and easetheir nostalgia. They strike up a correspondence in which Christina urges Hélène tocontinue her work on an artificial language. Hélène puts together a recipe book in whichshe gives various remedies that can be used to alleviate pain in childbirth, to attract alover… Before she dies, she hands the recipe book and her private papers to her adopteddaughter, Agnes, a distant ancestor of Einés’s. Einés decides to abandon all research onrationalism and to devote her time to writing an account of these women whom Time hasforgotten. Black Nightshade was awarded the Xerais Prize for Novels in 2005.ISBN: 978-954-384-085-4Publication date: 26 June 2018Price: £17.99 / €20.99 / $24.99
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Author: AGUSTÍN FERNÁNDEZ PAZTitle: NOTHING REALLY MATTERS IN LIFE MORE THAN LOVESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The ten stories in this magnificent collection ‘all talk of the importance of love, thatfeeling that can transform us more deeply than any other, and also of its absence, thevoid it leaves in people when the twists and turns of life make it impossible’. So theauthor, Agustín Fernández Paz, writes in his afterword. A banker who, bored of thecompany of other directors, frequents a bookshop and is introduced to works she hasnever read before; a young man who falls in love with the daughter of the owner of thegarage where he works; a man and a dog who continue to seek out the company of theWoman he loved; a couple who endure a freak accident, but only one survives; a womanwho recalls her first, anxious physical contact with her boyfriend; a man who is proud ofhis collection of matchboxes; another who finds passport photos of the woman of hisdreams on the pavement; the country house and its long-kept secrets; a woman whoselife could have been so different had she followed the inclinations of her heart; and theman who comes up with the ingenious idea of advertising not services, but the openingsof books that have transformed his life. There is in this work an analysis of the power oflove over our lives, love that is requited and love that is left behind. There is also, as theauthor points out, a celebration of the positive impact that reading can have in our lives.Nothing Really Matters in Life More Than Love received the 2008 Spanish National BookAward and is beautifully illustrated in colour by Pablo Auladell.ISBN: 978-954-384-086-1Publication date: 11 July 2018Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $19.99

Author: XABIER P. DOCAMPOTitle: WHEN THERE’S A KNOCK ON THE DOOR AT NIGHTSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The four stories in When There’s a Knock on the Door at Night are made from materialsthat have entered into the author’s ear and which he has made his own. They showcasethe best of Galician storytelling in which events are told first-hand or related by someonewho knows them, and elements of the everyday intersect with elements of thesupernatural. In ‘The Traveller’s Mirror’, a man on his way to reclaim his parents’ estate iscaught in a storm and attracted by the light of a forge, which he deduces is not a ghostbecause it remains still. On entering the blacksmith’s house, he is struck by the similarityin their appearance – their faces are identical except for one detail. In ‘The Oven Man’, anold woman in the village constantly plays tricks on or spreads rumours about herneighbours, reprehensible behaviour that leads three men to set out one night to teachher a lesson that goes badly wrong. In ‘The She-Wolf’, a dandy who has never done aproper day’s work in his life and who devotes himself to hunting and the pursuit ofpleasure fails to fulfil a promise he has made, thereby provoking the injured party’s furyand bringing down unfortunate consequences for all concerned. And in ‘Happy DeathDay’, a man receives cards, letters and other gifts in celebration not of the day he wasborn, but of the day he will die. He does everything in his power to escape this destinybefore seemingly accepting his fate and succumbing to the inevitable. When There’s aKnock on the Door at Night received the Spanish National Book Award in 1995.ISBN: 978-954-384-087-8Publication date: 12 July 2018Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: XAVIER QUEIPOTitle: KITESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Xavier Queipo’s novel Kite follows the life of Francis, a Galician-born emigrant in theUnited States, who lives in the city of San Rafael, north of San Francisco, and works as afreelance translator and editor. At a showing of Apocalypse Now in the cinema, he meetsRose, a liberal and career-minded Irishwoman, and they start a passionate relationship.But their carefree and hedonistic relationship is threatened when Francis, who has beenasked by his publisher, Martin, to complete a translation into English of the Portuguesewriter José Saramago’s Essay on Blindness in record time, owing to the predictions thatSaramago might win the Nobel Prize, is himself diagnosed with the onset of blindness.How will Rose react? How will Francis cope with this descent into darkness? And will hebe able to finish his translation of Saramago’s work in time? Kite takes us on a journeyinto the lives of emigrants in the United States whose traditional upbringing is often inconflict with the permissive, liberal society they inhabit. Then there is Andy, Francis’s ex-lover and a loyal friend, for whom he still harbours intense feelings, and a return to theGalicia of his birth, an experience Francis hopes will be balsamic, but which may provecatastrophic. We are left with the image of a Chinese boy on the beach in San Rafael,trying to fly his kite, the symbol of something (or someone) at the mercy of the wind. Theboy is grateful for the help Francis offers, but unsure whether to accept. There is thegesture; we are left with the time and space to interpret it.ISBN: 978-954-384-088-5Publication date: 13 July 2018Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99

Author: MIGUEL ANXO FERNÁNDEZTitle: GREEDY FLAMESSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Private Detective Frank Soutelo has left behind the stress and strain of Los Angeles,California, to take a break in his ancestral home of Galicia in northwest Spain, but on hisarrival at Lavacolla Airport he is distressed to find that a forest fire has taken hold of theoutskirts of the Galician capital, Santiago de Compostela, making visibility difficult. It isAugust 2006, and temperatures have risen to almost unbearable levels. There are thosewho believe that the blaze has been started deliberately, a way of clearing land in order tobuild houses, despite the fact there is supposed to be a moratorium in such cases. Oneproperty developer in particular, Marcial Dalama, nicknamed The Terminator because ofhis fondness for all things Arnold Schwarzenegger, is under scrutiny, but there are thosewho maintain the fires are started by environmental activists such as Comando Pola Terraor Earth Command. Frank may have been hoping to settle at his aunt’s house in Muros onthe west coast and to enjoy her homemade dishes – hake casserole, or sole with mussels– while visiting the local bar run by Poncio, an ex-explosives expert in the Civil Guard, butit seems destiny has other plans. His cousin’s school friend has lost her son to an allegedoverdose of heroin; the parents refuse to accept the autopsy results and want Frank toinvestigate, which he will do, being drawn into a world of big-money stakes, grassrootsactivism, attractive women, and there will even be a cameo role for his old friend, SugarJones the Mortician.ISBN: 978-954-384-089-2Publication date: 08 September 2018Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: ANDREA MACEIRASTitle: EUROPE EXPRESSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Nico is a computer programmer from Coruña in Galicia. On a business trip to thecity of Bergen in Norway, he visits the quays of Bryggen, a place he has been tobefore. He buys a couple of postcards from a shop there and, much to hissurprise, discovers that one of them has captured the moment when he and hisfriends visited Bergen on an Interrail trip after leaving school ten years earlier.There they all are: Óscar in his Deportivo football shirt with Bea; Nico with theslightly pretentious Mía, poring over a map; the Italian exchange student, Piero, afew feet behind them. But where is Nico’s girlfriend, Aroa, and his best friendfrom school, Xacobe, the other two members of the group? Nico is shocked tofind that they are in a corner of the postcard away from the others and arekissing. He resolves to unearth all the mystery surrounding that trip and the bittermonth of September that immediately followed, when a tragedy occurred, atragedy that split the group apart and from which no one has recovered. He willinvite all his friends to a school reunion and, by gauging their reactions to thepostcard, finally learn the truth of what happened.ISBN: 978-954-384-090-8Publication date: 18 October 2018Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ANTONIO MANUEL FRAGATitle: TARTARUSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:When Guiomar Brelivete, a thirteen-year-old schoolgirl who lives in Audierna, is told byher parents that she must start attending klavia lessons in the old quarter of Plugufan andmiss training sessions for maila, her favourite sport, she is understandably annoyed. Buther teacher, Mastrina Xaoven, turns out to have a sense of humour and agrees, in returnfor Guiomar learning to play the instrument, to tell her a story about a girl called Atticawho is a member of the politically powerful Gwende community. The traditionalinhabitants of the land, the Malluma community, have been confined to the nabrallos orsuburbs, where Gwendes are not supposed to go. But one evening Attica boards a train tothe nabrallo of Bragunde, hoping to attend a concert in one of the famous hicupé clubs,and there she meets Fuco, a Malluma boy who claims to be a firewalker. The nabrallo hasbeen overrun by a plague of scorpions, and the children resolve to consult the witchOnga, Queen of the Cemetery, about this. They will learn that a far greater evil lurksbeneath them, in the lost underground world of Nigrofe, where the balance betweengood and evil has been obliterated by the removal of a sacred tree, and it rests on themto restore that balance if only they can find a way in… In these two tales, the line betweenfiction and reality is blurred, and there is a striking resemblance between the old musicteacher and the intrepid girl in her story.ISBN: 978-954-384-091-5Publication date: 19 October 2018Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99
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Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: I LOVE YOU LEO A. ARRIVALS TERMINAL…?Series: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:In this third and final instalment of Leo’s travelling adventures, Leo has been travelling forfour months, but an amorous snub received while she is in Paris makes her want to call ita day and go straight home without completing the planned six months of her trip. Heraunt’s insistence and a surprise visit help Leo reconsider her hasty decision and, just asshe was expecting to return to Santiago de Compostela in Galicia, where she is from, shefinds herself on a transatlantic flight to Buenos Aires. When she was planning this tripwith her friends, who ended up pulling out, she had never envisaged travelling to SouthAmerica, but now she will be swallowed up by the infinite grid of Argentina’s capital city,she will be pursued by the shadow of Argentina’s first serial killer as far as thesouthernmost city in the world, Ushuaia, she will be entranced by the magical beauty ofthe famous Perito Moreno Glacier with all its shades of blue, she will finally fulfil herdream of visiting Machu Picchu in Peru, she will be unimpressed by the floating islands ofLake Titicaca, be doused in sugar in the white city of Arequipa and walk under the greyLima sky. Back in Buenos Aires, at the end of six months, she will face a critical decision,which may lead her to the author of all those messages that have appeared in front ofmost of the monuments she has visited: ‘I Love You Leo A.’ Who has been painting thesemessages wherever she goes? And having once set out on her travels, will Leo evermanage to return back home?ISBN: 978-954-384-092-2Publication date: 26 October 2018Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $20.99

Author: JONATHAN DUNNETitle: STONES OF ITHACASeries: SMALL STATIONS ESSAYDescription:Stones Of Ithaca is a book about God in language and in the environment. It sets outto provide proof for the Christian concept of the Holy Trinity through words such asone and moon, for Jesus Christ as the Son of God through the question words whoand why, and for the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God through words such as motherand Messiah. There is a progression in language from A to I to O: A is the letter ofcreation, as related in the first two chapters of Genesis; I is the letter of the ego, theera we currently find ourselves in; and O is the letter of repentance, when we countdown from the ego and turn to God. Stones Of Ithaca looks not only at a theology oflanguage, but also at a theology of stones, in which stones are not faceless objects,but part of God’s creation, decorated with drawings of scenery, vegetation, fish,birds, animals, ships. They are inscribed with faces and marked with the eternalsymbol of the Cross. The book contains eighty black-and-white photographs of stonescollected on the beaches of the Greek island of Ithaca, the famous homeland ofOdysseus, who after the Trojan War is forced to wander for ten years for his blindingof Poseidon’s son Polyphemus and who, having been reunited with his wife andregained his palace, is destined to set out again with an oar in his hand in fulfilment ofa prophecy of Tiresias. Can parallels be drawn between Odysseus and Christ, theOdyssey and the Old Testament? Stones – and words – are the protagonists of thisbook in which everyday objects are revealed to hold a much deeper meaning.ISBN: 978-954-384-094-6Publication date: 02 March 2019Price: £14.99 / €18.99 / $19.99
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Author: MARINA MAYORAL
Title: SAD WEAPONS
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
During the Spanish Civil War, two sisters, Harmony and Rose, are sent to Russia
by their parents for their own safety. Their father is a soldier in the Republican
army, their mother a nurse in a field hospital. The children board the French cargo
ship that is to take them on the fifteen-day journey to Leningrad, or St Petersburg
as it is also known, but unfortunately their mother is unable to arrive in time to
see them off. In Russia, they are treated well, looked after by the woman in
charge of the children’s home, María do Mar, and attend school. As the years
pass, the children develop a close friendship with another refugee child, Leo, the
only one who boarded the ship without bursting into tears. The war in Spain
reaches its conclusion only to be replaced by the Second World War, which marks
the events in this story irrevocably. This is a charming story, full of humour and
tenderness, in which parents struggle to do the right thing, children grow up
ahead of time and dreams become reality for those who remain persistent.
ISBN: 978-954-384-098-4
Publication date: 08 November 2019
Price: Contact the publisher

Author: MARILAR ALEIXANDRETitle: HEAD OF MEDUSASeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:The Roman poet Ovid’s famous book of poetry Metamorphoses contains a succession ofwomen who are changed into something else after they have been raped. One of these isMedusa, the Gorgon, reputed to have been a ravishingly beautiful maiden. She was rapedby the god of the sea, Neptune, in Minerva’s temple. In anger at this desecration of hertemple, Minerva turned Medusa’s hair into serpents and made her face so terrible tobehold that it would turn any who looked at it into stone. The Greek hero Perseus wassent to behead the Gorgon. For this purpose, he received help from the gods: a shield ofpolished bronze, winged sandals, an adamantine sword and Hades’ helm of darkness (orinvisibility cloak). According to the myth, he beheaded her in her sleep and used her headas a weapon before giving it to Minerva. But who is the real victim here? Medusa suffersfor her beauty. She is raped by a god and punished by another. People then avoid lookingher in the eye in case they are turned to stone. And how does the myth of Medusa relateto two students in Galicia in their final year at school, Sofía and Lupe, who after a fancy-dress dinner are picked up by two men and sexually assaulted? What will the reaction oftheir classmates be? Will they be prepared to look them in the eye? And how will the girlsthemselves respond to this assault in a society that may prefer to sweep its acts ofindecency under the carpet and turn a blind eye? Head of Medusa is a story ofwrongdoing, friendship, renewal and moral courage.ISBN: 978-954-384-099-1Publication date: 08 November 2019Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: ELENA GALLEGO ABADTitle: DRAGAL IV: THE DRAGON’S LINEAGESeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:All is not well between Hadrián and Mónica. Hadrián is licking his wounds, after havingbeen betrayed in the crypt and lost the dragon’s powers as they were being transferred tohim. All he thinks about is getting the dragon’s powers back and being able to fly again.But he has started avoiding his girlfriend, Mónica, who reminds him of the status he haslost. And yet he can’t help remembering the last time they were together at the Moor’sPool and the intimacy they shared. Meanwhile, Mónica has problems of her own – andnot just the mathematical equations set by their teacher Miss Ermidas. Her period is late,and she is aware of an ever so slight heartbeat in her womb. If the prophecy that said,‘The day will come when the dragon’s son will regain the power wrested from its father,’did not in fact refer to Hadrián, could it refer to the creature she is carrying? And how willHadrián react to the news that she might be pregnant? In this fourth instalment of thesaga about the Galician dragon Dragal, the relationships between the members of theFraternity – Hadrián, Mónica, the policeman Cortiñas, the museum director Iria, Hadrián’smother Carme and his erstwhile rival Brais – become confused. Their ambitions collide, sothey cannot always work together. And a new parish priest, Don Miguel, enters the mix,who is as keen as anybody to discover the ancient catacombs beneath the church thatlead to the dragon’s crypt. But with the summer solstice approaching, who will make itthere first – the dragon’s allies or its enemies?ISBN: 978-954-384-100-4Publication date: 08 November 2019Price: Contact the publisher

Author: PACO MARTÍNTitle: THE THINGS OF RAMÓN LAMOTESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Ramón Lamote, a living representation of the city he inhabits, gives private lessons in alocal dialect, Terra Chá, and augments his income by taking on commissions to drawdreams. He is a keen observer of the life that goes on around him, unfailingly polite andever willing to lend a helping hand. On a visit to a large important house in the city centre,he comes across a book that warns of the imminent arrival of a dragon-like creature calleda Noticer, which awakens every 696 years, and hurries to inform the Lord Mayor (thoughgetting in to see him requires all his ingenuity). On another occasion, a fat woman isblocking the stairs, and Ramón Lamote is unable to find a way past her to make it to hislesson on time. He is invited to give a lecture on a kind of domestic animal and choosesthe Endomodelph, an egg-laying mammal that sings and whistles through its behind. Anenormous pipe appears one day in front of his house, which seems to serve no purposeuntil the local children come up with a use for it. After his lessons, the teacher and drawerof dreams likes to visit the local railway station and to play at guessing people’sdestinations. And in July he places an advertisement in the newspaper for the first everCloud Race, with marmolubles for prizes, an idea that draws the Lord Mayor’s attentionand soon has everybody talking about it. In The Things of Ramón Lamote, one of the firstworks in Galician to win the Spanish National Book Award, we are invited to witness thesublime and ordinary, the comic and absurd features of life in a provincial city.ISBN: 978-954-384-000-7Publication date: 11 November 2019Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: ANXO ANGUEIRATitle: LISTING SHIPSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Listing Ship, winner of the prestigious Xerais Prize for Novels, is a rare insight into the lifeof rural Galicia in the last days of the Second Spanish Republic, before the outbreak of theSpanish Civil War. We are introduced to life in the village of Sernanselle (actual Manselle),southwest of Santiago de Compostela and close to the majestic Ulla river as it leavesPadrón and heads toward the Arousa estuary. There is María, who writes letters for hermother to Ramón, the son who has emigrated and whose help would be a boon aroundthe house. Then there is Roiz Bustelo, an emigrant who has returned from Buenos Airesand is keen to invest his money in a dairy factory. Amaro, Roiz’s son, who cataloguesprehistoric remains in the municipality. Camoiras, who seems to be fixated by María’spitch-black eyes. And the Master, Don Antonio, the local doctor who struggles to keep upwith the latest advances in medicine. Other projects include buying a threshing machinefor the entire village. But such advances will come up against the rise of fascism, theshadow of the Spanish Civil War, which threatens to spill over into violence. The novelstands as a monument to the possibilities humankind has to work together for thecommon good and as a lament for the self-inflicted tragedy of bigotry and antagonism.Whatever people’s aspirations may be, however they may be formulated, workingtogether, mutual understanding, has to be preferred over sticks and stones.ISBN: 978-954-384-101-1Publication date: 11 November 2019Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ANXOS SUMAITitle: HARVEST MOONSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Nuria Uría lives in Madrid. She designs floral motifs for a ceramics factory inLisbon. But one August she is driven to rent an apartment overlooking a beach inthe Arousa estuary in west Galicia, the selfsame beach where she made love witha boy from school, Quin, twenty years earlier. Back then they had had the beachpretty much to themselves, but one day construction had begun on a block ofapartments, and Nuria had promised herself she would come to live there oneday. She has visions, everything seems somehow familiar. She also suffers fromnightmares. People seem to recognize her, but she can’t remember who they are.On the fourth floor live a couple, Luis and Happy, with their dog, Iggy. The thirdfloor is occupied by the building’s architect, Vidal, a keen photographer. And thenthere is the painter of seascapes and white walls, Tomás Induvina, who has awarehouse on the outskirts of Madrid and who falls in love with a performanceartist much younger than him, named Bet. Nuria hopes the return to the Galiciaof her youth will enable her to reconstruct herself, to bring herself back together,but is she deceived?ISBN: 978-954-384-104-2Publication date: 06 November 2020Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $19.99
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Author: XELÍS DE TOROTitle: FERAL RIVERSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A boat with the charred body of a man crucified on its mast turns up at the mouth of theriver in Romero, a town on the frontier. The boat belongs to the owner of the printing-firm that publishes the local newspaper. He engages Marqués, who is from the east coastand claims that he can write, to head upriver to find out the causes of the boatman’sdeath. His only deckhand is a mestizo boy called Cordel who’s learned his trade from theprevious boatman (‘What you steer isn’t the boat, it’s the river’). They soon reach themission, which is staffed by a single friar, Father Bento (‘He seemed to chew his words likea cow chewing grass before releasing them in short bursts’). The friar asks if Marqués hascome to judge, to govern or to execute. ‘To tell,’ is his answer, ‘I’m a writer.’ Marqués,however, soon falls into a fever and has to be cured by the healing-woman from the localAventurei Indian tribe. He realises that entering the world of the river is like clamberingup a liquid wall on which there are no ledges or crannies for hands and feet to cling to.There is an obvious parallel between this narrative and Joseph Conrad’s Heart ofDarkness, in which the journey is an end in itself and the reader doesn’t know whatsecrets the river will reveal. There is also the writer’s own personal journey in search offulfilment through his art. Marqués and Cordel will be joined on board by Rufus theStrongman and Ela, circus workers, as they struggle to come to grips with the tangle, bothreal and imagined, of the jungle.ISBN: 978-954-384-105-9Publication date: 06 November 2020Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $19.99

Author: IRIA MISATitle: SECRETS IN THE SUNSETSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Mara’s parents run the Sunset Hotel in Bico, a small town on the coast of Galicia.The Sunset Hotel is a family hotel, with old-world charm, the kind of place peoplecome back to back year after year. Mara is almost eighteen and has taken theliberty of staying out all night and going to the disco with some friends. She hasthen hooked up with Tucho and brought him back to the hotel for a littleintimacy, only her mother, who seems to have an inbuilt tracking device, findsout. The next day, Mara is unaware there has been an accident in front of thehotel, a hit-and-run. It just so happens that the victim of the accident is Tucho’sprevious (or not so previous) girlfriend. Mara for her sins is forced to do a stint inreception, where she checks in a hesitant, but not unattractive young man,Antón, who is staying with his mother and her husband. Mara and Antón becomefriends and investigate together the past of Mara’s great-uncle, Paco, theprevious owner of the hotel, who died some months earlier. It isn’t only Mara’sfamily that hides secrets, however, since Antón’s family appears to harbour somesecrets of its own. The summer holidays, which had looked like being a successionof boring revision classes, turn out to be much more eventful and illuminatingthan anyone could have imagined.ISBN: 978-954-384-106-6Publication date: 06 November 2020Price: Contact the publisher



29

Author: AN ALFAYATitle: BAREFOOT SHADOWSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:The ‘barefoot shadow’ in this story is Elsa’s great-aunt, Sagrario, who always goesabout the house with a geisha’s shuffling gait, eating after everybody else has eatenand without wearing shoes. A sense of guilt hangs around the figure of her great-aunt, which intrigues Elsa, but which none of the other members of the family – hergrandparents, Xuliano and Amadora (Sagrario’s sister), her parents, Fernando andEsperanza, and her aunt, Florinda – seem prepared to talk about. But Elsa has a youngperson’s keen eyes, she can see that there are secrets shared by Sagrario and AuntFlorinda, and when Sagrario dies and turns up in the coffin wearing a pair of prettyhigh heels, she is determined to get to the bottom of this mystery, even if it meansdisturbing the family peace and poking about in Sagrario’s room. The Spanish CivilWar between the Nationalist soldiers of General Franco and the defenders of theSecond Spanish Republic has left an indelible mark on the country – the war is over,as is the plague of hunger and disease that went with it, but the memories do not dieso easily. Elsa’s family was Republican, but her mother’s family was Nationalist(another shadow that hangs over the family) and her aunt is married to someone shedoesn’t love – the owner of the local wood factory, Bieito Nogueira. Far too manysecrets for Elsa’s inquisitive mind to accept, especially as she is about to turn sixteenand life, an unencumbered life if at all possible, is waiting for her.ISBN: 978-954-384-107-3Publication date: 05 November 2020Price: Contact the publisher

Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: BUTTERFLY WINGSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:The Luzada, meaning ‘shaft of light’, is a café on the edge of the historical quarter inSantiago de Compostela, the capital of Galicia, a city that attracts pilgrims from all overthe world. The café also has its share of cosmopolitan visitors and different languages,locals and migrants, who share the smoky atmosphere inside and the products of thecoffee machine lovingly tended by Patricia, the tenant of the bar, who wishes she couldreceive love letters such as those Iqbal writes to his girlfriend in London. Everyone’s fearsand aspirations seem to find a shelter in this place. There is Adolfo, who is separated fromhis children; Manuel, who sleeps ‘in the cemetery’, and his grandson, also called Manuel;Filomena, the school cleaner who loves handing out sweets to the children and whose sonis a UN peacekeeper; Paco and the taxi driver, who are constantly at each other’s throats;Mohamed from Damascus in Syria, whose sister, Ghada, dreams of setting foot on themoon and licking it to see if it really tastes of goat’s cheese; the tunic woman who turnsup several times each day in the hope of receiving a phone call from her two nephews,economic migrants trying to reach Spain from Mt Gurugu. The owners of the bar, Lola andEusebio, live upstairs; Eusebio has broken his hip and is confined to home. They all havedifferent stories that, like threads in a garment or electricity from a patched-up generator,come together in one place and illumine our lives. Butterfly Wings is a patchwork quilt ofshared humanity that emphasizes the kindness in people, understanding above conflict, ina world where local is global and our interdependence is clear to see.ISBN: 978-954-384-108-0Publication date: 05 November 2020Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $17.99
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Author: FRANCISCO CASTROTitle: CALL ME SINBADSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Paulo’s grandfather suffers from Alzheimer’s. There are times he forgets things, hishead goes wobbly and his memories get all mixed up. He even forgets who his sonand daughter-in-law are, but the one person he never forgets is his grandson, Paulo,even though he calls him Sinbad the Sailor and they have adventures together at sea(in the sitting room), fighting the filibusters. The other person he always refers to ishis brother, Bernardino, but Paulo’s father tells Paulo that Bernardino doesn’t exist.Paulo’s father is so busy at work he hardly has time for the other members of hisfamily and is always talking on the mobile, so much so that his ear goes red. Eventhough he doesn’t get home until eight in the evening, he carries on dealing withwork stuff on the phone. Grandpa has these ‘periods’, moments when he deliberatelyknocks things over or won’t get out of bed or whacks the television on full-volume inthe night. They drive Paulo’s mother crazy, but underneath she cares for him deeply.One day in February, however, Paulo’s family wake up to find that Grandpa isn’t thereanymore, he’s gone missing. It will fall to Paulo to have the adventure of his life andfind out where he’s got to. This is the story of how a family copes with the demandsof an illness such as Alzheimer’s, the changes that have to be made. It is also a storyof endeavour, of overcoming those filibusters – the demons of daily life – that attackus at sea and finding strength where we least expect it, in the contour lines of hope.ISBN: 978-954-384-109-7Publication date: 05 November 2020Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99

Author: PEDRO FEIJOOTitle: WITHOUT MERCYSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Despite their different backgrounds, Teo and Gordo have been friends since theywere at school. Teo’s father is head of neurosurgery at the local hospital andwants his son to follow in his footsteps. Gordo’s father is a drunk, a wastrel.Gordo leaves school early and takes an apprenticeship at the local repair shop,while Teo is sent by his ambitious father to further his studies for a year in theUnited States. However, there is a girl in the picture. Teo is not prepared to staybehind for her, but he does abandon his studies early to return to her. The onlytrouble is she won’t speak to him for some reason. Teo is convinced she isoffended and goes to discuss the matter with Gordo. The two of them ‘borrow’the garage owner’s Dodge Charger, a collector’s item, from the back yard andhead out on a road trip, a journey without return, a desire to live in the moment,a paean to ecstasy. The only trouble is they have the police on their tail, InspectorBlanco and his men. Not to mention the local mafia, who are a little upset aboutan outstanding bill. The question is how long can they can keep going on a singletank of petrol? And have the two of them, such good friends, been entirelyhonest with each other?ISBN: 978-954-384-110-3Publication date: 06 November 2020Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $19.99
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Author: MARTÍN VEIGA
Title: JEWELS IN THE MUD: SELECTED POEMS 1990-2020
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
Small Stations Press is extraordinarily privileged to publish a selection of Cork-
based Galician poet Martín Veiga’s poetry from the last thirty years in a bilingual
Galician-English edition, Alfaias na lama: Poesía selecta 1990-2020 / Jewels in the
Mud: Selected Poems 1990-2020. The poems are selected and introduced by
fellow Galician poet Xosé María Álvarez Cáccamo while the translation is by
contemporary Irish poet Keith Payne, which means the reader holds in their
hands the collaborative work of three poets at the height of their powers. In
these forty-five poems, Veiga takes us from the Atlantic coast of his childhood in
Noia to Cork in Ireland, where he has been living for more than twenty years. This
move away from his native shores has led him, through marriage and fatherhood,
to a greater serenity and depth of vision that will delight and move, inspire and
surprise, in equal measure. This is the journey we are all required to make – from
the chimera of the self we ourselves have shakily constructed to the substantial
self that can only be the gift of another.
ISBN: 978-954-384-112-7
Publication date: 07 November 2020
Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99

Author: PILAR PALLARÉS
Title: FOSSIL TIME & BOOK OF DEVORATIONS
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
In these two poetry collections, Fossil Time (2018) and Book of Devorations
(1996), the Galician poet Pilar Pallarés takes us into the nooks and crannies of
time. She splices open time to reveal the innards. We are transported to another
self that we didn’t know existed. The poetry is so weighty that it becomes light, as
if the space between the atoms had ballooned and risen upwards. Pilar Pallarés
defines Galician poetry of the last thirty years. The Galician language has been a
vehicle for poetry since the medieval troubadours and the lament of a woman on
St Simon’s Island waiting for the waves to arrive. Pilar embodies the voice of that
woman, gives it a home, which is all we can do as the breath enters and leaves
our lungs, hums, vibrates. Both these books received the Spanish Critics’ Award
for Galician poetry in the year that they were published; Fossil Time won the
Spanish National Book Award for Poetry in 2019.
ISBN: 978-954-384-113-4
Publication date: 25 March 2021
Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: MARICA CAMPOTitle: MEMOIR FOR XOANASeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Xoana is the descendant of hard-working women, starting with Pepa the Mole, her great-great-great-grandmother, who went around with a peddler, Maricallo, who played theviolin and sang coplas, romantic songs, at the fairs in Galicia. At one fair, in Monterroso,she was raped under cover of night. Pepa dreamed that in actual fact she had been madelove to by Einhard, Charlemagne’s page, and in the manner of an oyster she wrapped anaffliction with the purest of material until it was transformed into a pearl. Xoana’s great-great-grandmother was Rosa, who worked in the Big House as a maid, where she wasmade pregnant by the lord of the manor, Don Álvaro, and likewise became a singlemother. Her great-grandmother was Carolina, happy as a tinkling bell and strong asboxwood. Carolina’s husband died while digging a tunnel in Asturias, only two years afterthey had been married, so she ended up being a single mother as well. Her grandmotherwas Carme, who attended a convent school in Zaragoza, where there was a strict dividebetween paying and non-paying pupils. This irked Carme so much she stirred up troubleand got expelled, much to her uncle Xenxo’s delight, who hadn’t wanted her to go therein the first place. She later became a member of the union at the local factory, where shemarried the clerk, Pedro. She is the woman who was determined to change the world.Xoana’s mother is the narrator of this novel. She is a violinist – like Pepa the Mole, whoinherited Maricallo’s violin. She is pregnant with Xoana and both anxious and eager towelcome her into the world.ISBN: 978-954-384-115-8Publication date: 01 April 2021Price: Contact the publisher

Author: XOSÉ NEIRA VILASTitle: MEMOIRS OF A VILLAGE BOYSeries: GALICIAN CLASSICSDescription:There are three bestsellers of Galician literature: The Carpenter’s Pencil by Manuel Rivas,a love story set in the Spanish Civil War; Winter Letters by Agustín Fernández Paz, about aman who decides to find out if a haunted house is really haunted (this title is alsoavailable from Small Stations Press); and perhaps most famously of all Memoirs of aVillage Boy by Xosé Neira Vilas. This book, according to Wikipedia, is the most publishedwork of Galician literature and has sold 700,000 copies in the Galician language. Now thiswork is being made available in an English translation by John Rutherford, founder of theCentre for Galician Studies at Oxford University and translator of Don Quixote and LaRegenta for Penguin Classics. The book is a diary kept by Balbino, a village boy, ‘in otherwords a nobody’. In the first chapter, he describes the village as ‘a mixture of mud andsmoke, where the dogs howl and the people die “when God sees fit”’. He would like tosee the world, to go over seas and lands he doesn’t know. He was born and brought up inthe village, but now it feels small, cramped, as if he was living in a beehive. Behind thedetailed description of village life, there is a fierce indictment of the iniquities of Galicia’sfeudal system, which is remarkable in a book first published in 1961, at the height ofFranco’s rule. Memoirs of a Village Boy paints a picture of the hardships and hard-wonjoys of life in a Galician village in the middle of the twentieth century, a life that was oncecommon, but is now distant from our technology-dominated lives. It is a book to relish asone is transported by the richness of the language to another place and time.ISBN: 978-954-384-118-9Publication date: 20 December 2021Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: TERESA MOURE
Title: THE OPERATION
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
At the suggestion of a psychiatrist from Vienna called Ingrid, The Operation is
recounted from the point of view of five people: Leandro Balseiro, the artist, who
fills his mother’s house with studies and has an affair with his art teacher, Candela
Roma; the artist’s mother, Clara Balseiro, who recounts the story of generations
of her family, her father’s obsession for flowers, and her son’s involvement in an
environmental protest group; Daniel Sampaio, a concert pianist who lost his
memory on being run over by a car in Santiago and who was treated at the
hospital by Clara; the psychiatrist herself, Ingrid Meyer; and the art teacher,
Candela Roma. The book reads like a Galician version of One Hundred Years of
Solitude, except that the family concerned here is not the Buendías, but the
Balseiros. It is also a call to environmental activism, to a creative engagement
with the world around us and with the language that we use.
ISBN: 978-954-384-120-2
Publication date: 02 November 2021
Price: £15.99 / €18.99 / $21.99

Author: LUZ POZO GARZATitle: ONE CAMELLIA BLOSSOM: POETRY ANTHOLOGYSeries: SMALL STATIONS POETRYDescription:This book sets out, in a bilingual Galician-English edition, to present the work of oneof Galicia’s best-known contemporary poets, Luz Pozo Garza. The book contains sixpoems that, according to the translator Adina Ioana Vladu in her introduction,“constitute a small cycle dedicated to the Galician poet, writer, and feminist scholarCarmen Blanco, author of essays and critical editions of Luz Pozo Garza’s poetry, andthe poet, essayist, and author of short stories Claudio Rodríguez Fer”. The writer ofthe introduction continues, “The choice of this particular set of poems is explained byits special significance within the poet’s ample work: it is a hymn to sorority, followingthe red thread connecting the Chinese twelfth-century poet Li Yian (better known asLi Qingzhao), Rosalía de Castro, Luz Pozo Garza, and Carmen Blanco; an exaltation ofthe universality of love, as the symbol of the lovers, the ‘mythical couple’, extendsfrom Dante and Beatrice to Luz Pozo and Eduardo Moreiras to Carmen Blanco andClaudio Rodríguez Fer; and an ode to the poet’s homeland and language.” It is to behoped that this anthology will serve as an introduction to one of the most celebratedand mystical voices of contemporary Galician poetry. Also included is the ProustQuestionnaire that the poet answered for the cultural magazine Evohé in 2010,translated by Jonathan Dunne.ISBN: 978-954-384-121-9Publication date: 16 August 2021Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: SUSANA SANCHES ARINSTitle: AND THEY SAYSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:and they say is a dazzling piece of writing by contemporary galician writer susanasanches arins. suffering is a black stormcloud on a sunny day. the trouble withremembering is it can cause damage. but it can also heal. the translator of thisbook, the north american professor kathleen march, suggests that and they say(seique in the original galician) is its own genre and what really matters is telling(recovering) the truth. it is a story of betrayal, unspeakable cruelty, and the odd(breathless) act of compassion. it is the recuperation of the collective memory ofthe spanish civil war (1936-39) and its aftermath, when fugitives were caught andbodies thrown into ditches, when it was dangerous to answer your door at night.it is an essay that records testimonies, acknowledged and anonymous, of some ofthe dark nights that characterize this period of spanish history. it is poetic (ifpoetry can be cruel). it is also tragic, down to the repeated appearance of thechorus, which seems to reflect on, to reinforce, the central message: memory canbe painful, but it is best acknowledged, so that the mourning can take place andthe survivors can move on. this book, expertly collated, is a masterpiece of writingon the spanish civil war, an essential piece in the puzzle of those years.ISBN: 978-954-384-123-3Publication date: 03 November 2021Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $19.99

Author: FRAN ALONSOTitle: NOBODYSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Nobody by contemporary Galician writer Fran Alonso is a book of ten short storiesabout noise (and silence), the disjunction in our lives between what we really feeland our public persona. In these stories, a man is bombarded by the noise fromhis neighbours and goes upstairs to have it out with the woman who is alwaysshouting at her children, with unforeseen consequences. An Old Man lives in asemi-deserted city; his only way to mark the passing of time is to make a cut in hishand every day – that is, until he spots an Old Woman on the balcony oppositewho is constantly knitting. Sick and tired of noise in the city, a woman endeavoursto change her lifestyle by moving to a house on a cliff. Writer finishes a novel andleaves it on a lectern in the lobby for his neighbours to read. S. Lonely, who reliesheavily on technological gadgets to keep himself entertained and prefers not togo outside, is so bored during the holidays that he decides to go on a trip… Everystory in this book analyzes the relationship between the individual and society,the individualism of urban living versus the community obligations of the village,forcing the reader to reconsider the kind of world they live in and the sincerity oftheir relationships. This is a book for our times that draws on the powerful story-telling tradition of Galician literature.ISBN: 978-954-384-124-0Publication date: 02 November 2021Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: FINA CASALDERREY
Title: JUST IMAGINE, MERCHE!
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
Auria is almost fifteen. In the summer of 1991, she bumps into the parish priest,
Salvador, on a street of her home town. During the month of August, he is
organizing a pilgrimage lasting twenty-two days to Częstochowa, a city in Poland,
to celebrate World Youth Day. Auria is taken aback when he invites her to join the
pilgrimage, but when her mother supports the idea, she decides to take a risk.
Her mother, Luísa, works as a seamstress and is always telling Auria not to make
the same mistakes she did, getting pregnant when she was only eighteen and
having to raise a child on her own. There’s no danger of that, thinks Auria. She has
no interest whatsoever in men. But this new trip – which will take in such places
as Paris, Brussels, Berlin, Prague, Vienna and Venice – will bring her into close
contact with Paio, Salvador’s cousin once removed, and what was previously
unthinkable may actually happen, she may actually experience all the intensity of
first love. Auria shares all the events of that fateful summer with her diary, her
new best friend, a diary she decides to call Merche.
ISBN: 978-954-384-125-7
Publication date: 03 November 2021
Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99

Author: HÉCTOR CAJARAVILLETitle: THE BOX OF RESENTMENTSSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Estevo is a young man for whom things are not going too badly. In his university entranceexam, he got an average of over 10 (however that may be possible), which means heshould be able to enrol for the course of his choice, Science of Culture. He lives with hisparents in a desirable housing development called ‘Weeping Willow’ on the outskirts ofthe coastal town of Valdomar. His father is an eye doctor at the local hospital, ‘Our Ladyof the Forsaken’, his mother is a teacher, and he has a girlfriend called Paula. Everythingseems to be going swimmingly, and yet a few months earlier, in March, while driving hismoped, he knocked over an old lady by the name of Mercedes Alemparte – Chiruca to herfriends – on a clearly marked zebra crossing in the centre of town, as a result of which thelady broke her hip. The judge, a progressive judge who likes to give exemplary sentences,decides he will have to visit Chiruca two times a week during the month of July to keepher company and to help with any housework. She hopes this will have a positive impacton Estevo and enable him to reflect on his actions. Out of these meetings, a strongfriendship will blossom – a friendship that bridges generations and leads to Estevo andPaula getting involved in a family history they knew nothing about. Estevo and Paula willembark on a wild-goose chase that will take them to the local cemetery, the undertaker’s,an old people’s home near Coruña, and mean, just as the judge intended, that Estevo’slast summer as a free agent before the rigours of adulthood set in isn’t idly frittered away.ISBN: 978-954-384-126-4Publication date: 04 November 2021Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: HÉCTOR CARRÉTitle: FEVERSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:Wolfram (or tungsten), because of its hardness and high density, was an importantraw material for the arms industry during the Second World War. The main Europeansource of this element was Portugal, which was therefore put under pressure by boththe Allies and the Nazis, but Galicia in north-west Spain, sitting on top of Portugal,was also an important source. Hence the ‘fever’ referred to in the title of this book.Not only did the Germans set up official mines in Galicia to extract wolfram, but therewere lots of unofficial miners hoping to make a quick buck. Carmucha’s father,Matías, had been roped into becoming the president of the Casino Club in Noia, asmall coastal town twenty miles west of Santiago de Compostela, making him part ofthe establishment, but Carmucha is her own woman and she prefers to sell to theEnglish. This will bring her into conflict with Yellow, a civil guard with his finger on thepulse of the illegal trade in wolfram, who doesn’t like his interests being interferedwith. It will also bring her into contact with an English agent, Colin, who offers her amuch higher price than that being paid on the market. Against a backdrop of Allied-Axis conflict, in a Spain under Franco’s dictatorship, Carmucha will need to walk avery fine line between opposing interests if she doesn’t want to end up dead in aditch. She will need to do this with or without the support of her father, with whomshe has a difficult relationship and who always seems to want to rein her in.ISBN: 978-954-384-127-1Publication date: 04 November 2021Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99

Author: XELÍS DE TOROTitle: THE CLOWNS FROM PARADISESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Vicente was raised in a Galician community in Northwest London, but prefers toestablish his own identity further south, in Stockwell, where he lives in a squat withAndy, Patrick and the Lizard. They are professional jugglers and eke out a livingputting on performances of Harlequin and Pierrot. When not performing, they playpoker using potato chips. Vicente also does odd jobs for an Irishman called Reddy. Hetakes Jane, a woman he has just met, on a date to his favourite Portuguese café,where they serve galão coffee and custard tarts, but the date doesn’t go to plan,Vicente is somehow distracted. That is until, on his way to the local takeaway to stockup on potato chips, he comes across a pistol that has been discarded in a rubbish binand decides to take it home. The band of jugglers use this pistol to carry out a hold-upat a nearby off-licence, which goes disastrously wrong. Three of the friends have littlechoice but to seek refuge from the police in Galicia, where Vicente has some land heinherited from his parents, but will he be able to adapt to life in his homeland? Andwhat will happen if he returns to England only to find his place has been taken byanother, his role on stage has been usurped? The Clowns from Paradise is a rich,multi-layered narrative that forces the reader to re-evaluate the characters and propswe take for granted.ISBN: 978-954-384-128-8Publication date: 15 June 2022Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $19.99
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Author: JONATHAN DUNNETitle: SEVEN BRIEF LESSONS ON LANGUAGESeries: SMALL STATIONS ESSAYDescription:Language is encoded. The words we use every day can tell us something about themeaning of human life, our purpose in this world, the divine being known as God, thecreation of the world, the Fall, the economy, the environment… Once our eyes areopened at birth or soon after, we think that we see, but we do not realize that there isanother level to reality, a spiritual dimension, for which we need our spiritual eyes to beopened. When this happens, when we believe in God and participate in the sacraments ofthe Church, we begin to perceive God all around us, in everyday objects such as trees,rocks, nature. These other realities, hitherto unseen, are called ‘logoi’ in Greek –fragments of the Word. They are also present in language. Apart from the meaning wegive them, words contain their own meaning. They can be read in reverse, the letters canbe rearranged or changed according to the rules of phonetics, their order in the alphabet,their appearance. The rules that must be followed to find connections between words anduncover their deeper meaning are always the same. Seven Brief Lessons on Language aimsto give the reader a simple, but in-depth view of the spiritual side to language. Its title andformat are adapted from Carlo Rovelli’s book Seven Brief Lessons on Physics, but thecontent is entirely different. Each chapter can be read in a single sitting. Put together,these seven lessons (and a short postscript) will open the reader’s eyes to a reality theynever knew existed.ISBN: 978-954-384-129-5Publication date: 07 January 2023Price: £17.99 / €20.99 / $23.99

Author: JAMES RAMSAY
Title: MONUMENTS TO A STOLEN REVOLUTION & OTHER POEMS FROM
BUCHAREST
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
The poems in this book are ‘verbal snapshots’ from when the author lived in
Bucharest, Romania, with his family and served as Anglican chaplain in Bucharest
and Sofia between 2002 and 2005. Romania has applied to join the EU following
the revolution of 1989, which saw the overthrow of the Communist dictator
Nicolae Ceauşescu and the start of transition to a market economy. Taxis are
frighteningly cheap, the currency, the Leu, is about to be revalued, while
Ceauşescu’s demolition of old Bucharest is being compounded by capitalist
developers. Change waits for no man, people must adapt, from the women selling
fresh garden produce in the street to the lady who goes door to door, selling
cream-rich milk from her six cows. With impish humour and detailed observation,
Ramsay records his impressions of life in two Eastern European capitals,
Bucharest and Sofia, to reveal a world of political change and vibrant culture. The
poems are imaginatively illustrated by the author’s wife, artist Celia Ward.
ISBN: 978-954-384-130-1
Publication date: 22 November 2022
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99
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Author: KAREN HARRISON
Title: A STUDY IN ENTROPY
Series: SMALL STATIONS POETRY
Description:
Entropy as a concept describes the transformation or transition from a stable to
an unstable state. It characterizes any thermodynamic system. This is the theme
and structure of the forty-seven poems in the collection A Study in Entropy. Most
represent accumulation or desire for extremity, followed by destruction, expiry as
an almost sacred gesture, like that of the Danaids, at the end and the beginning
always with the heavenly: God, the Universe, the angels, the transcendent. The
main topics are death, pain, hope, faith, water. It is a journey through the Sacred
Mountain called life (in the process of writing the book, between October 2016
and July 2021, the author visited twenty countries around the world, from Iceland
to Kenya) and incarnated deep in the heart. Karen Harrison’s entropy, caused by
external circumstances, by the chaos of everyday life, by spiritual and physical
wounds, has its point of balance – survival, achieved at the expense of courage
and commitment. The book contains an introduction by the Bulgarian poet
Tsvetanka Elenkova.
ISBN: 978-954-384-131-8
Publication date: 25 November 2022
Price: £10.99 / €12.99 / $14.99

Author: CLAUDIO RODRÍGUEZ FERTitle: NEW YORK, NEW POEMSSeries: SMALL STATIONS POETRYDescription:The bilingual (Galician-English) volume New York, New Poems brings together twenty-onepoems by Claudio Rodríguez Fer, one of Galicia’s most important contemporary poets andcritics. The poems’ protagonist is the city of New York. As Diana Conchado writes in herintroduction, “The author’s representation of the urban space that is New York City can beread as an affirmation of solidarity with life in its many manifestations, a perspectivewhich informs his entire corpus.” She cites Timothy Morton’s concept of the “ecologicalthought”, the thinking of interconnectedness, the awareness of how humans areconnected with other beings in the most profound sense, and goes on to say, “The poemsin this collection denaturalize the notion of separation, while they emphasize, andcelebrate, our shared coexistence.” The volume starts with In Pursuit of the CrimsonTapestry (The Cloisters Diptych, New York, 1992), a cycle of poems that centers aroundthe physical space of The Cloisters, the Metropolitan Museum’s four-acre space in UpperManhattan devoted to European Medieval Art, and The Rape of Europa, both taken fromthe collection Extrema Europa (1996); it continues with the seven-poem cycleMannahatta from the collection A unha muller descoñecida (1997) and “Rosalía’sRevolution in New York” from the collection A muller sinfonía (Cancioneiro vital) (2018). Italso contains the answers the author gave to the Proust Questionnaire for the culturalmagazine Evohé in 2010.ISBN: 978-954-384-132-5Publication date: 07 July 2022Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99
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Author: MARICA CAMPOTitle: CONFUSION AND DEATH OF MARÍA BALTEIRASeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A witch who helps María Balteira, a famous courtesan in the court of Alfonso X ofCastile; a man who cannot love his wife because of another lover’s jealousy; a nunwho falls for the man of her dreams; a mermaid who is condemned to eternalyouth (“Being unable to grow old is like not being alive, like writing a book in thesand on the beach”); a nobleman whose lover is cursed by her mother and turnsinto a she-wolf; a witch working incognito in a disco in Barcelona; a mulatta fromthe Caribbean who disembarks one day in Coruña; a sorceress who is forbidden tofall in love; two women waiting for an abortion; a town clock’s ability to warnpeople by striking twelve with eleven and a half strokes; a female academic in thecompany of women from history; a shepherd under the spell of a sorceress withthree faces; a grandmother who tells her granddaughter to count sheep, orseahorses, or sea shells… In the thirteen stories that make up Confusion andDeath of María Balteira, Lugo writer Marica Campo weaves together the threadsof myth and historical fact to create a garment that, like a magic cloak, transportsthe reader to the high forests and glens of Galicia in the northwest IberianPeninsula, a land shrouded in mystery and an integral part of the Celtic fringe.ISBN: 978-954-384-133-2Publication date: 19 October 2022Price: Contact the publisher

Author: AN ALFAYATitle: SOLITUDE ISLANDSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:The narrative of Solitude Island coincides with a train journey an eighteen-year-old, Lucía, is taking from the port city in Galicia where she grew up to the citywhere she is going to study for a degree in journalism. Interspersed throughoutthe narrative are excerpts from a diary, Autumn Diary, written by a tramp whoused to live in the square, Matchstick Square, outside the sandwich bar run byLucía’s parents. Lucía is curious about the tramps’ lives, she observes them fromher attic window. The tramps know this, and this is why they have nicknamed herNosy. The author of the diary is Mara Ribera, but she prefers the name Solitude,or simply Lonely. She has lost the love of her life, Jean Barnard, a French sculptorwho was responsible for the statue of a matchstick seller in the centre of thesquare. We are introduced to some of the other ‘islands’ in the square – Cosme,who rejected the family business in order to pursue his vocation as an artist;Marcelino, a blind violinist; some rougher types like Zacarías, a legendary trampturned criminal, Grimaldi and Pinta… At the first stop on Lucía’s journey, a youngman boards the train. Lucía will end up feeling the need to share with him all herexperiences, her burning desire to pay attention to the plight of those lessfortunate than herself and to redress the balance.ISBN: 978-954-384-134-9Publication date: 14 October 2022Price: Contact the publisher
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Author: EMMA PEDREIRATitle: INVISIBLE BODIESSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:In the Romantic era, Prometheus, the Titan god of fire who stole fire from the gods,gave it to humanity and was sentenced to having his liver gobbled up by an eagleevery day, represented the lone genius whose efforts to improve human existencecould also result in tragedy. For this reason Mary Shelley’s novel Frankenstein borethe subtitle The Modern Prometheus, an experiment gone wrong. In this novel byEmma Pedreira, one of the heroines is Promethea Stoner, a wealthy woman who isconfined to a wheelchair and is feared by the local children. Legends about herabound: that she was abandoned at the altar by a husband who strangled himself todeath by tying his bow tie too tight; that she embalmed her parents and put them in acupboard in the basement of Stoner House. The other heroine is a poor girl, LorettaCount, who is used to deceptions, since custom dictates as a girl she cannot weartrousers, climb trees or give ill-mannered shrimps a beating. She works as a machinistat the local thread and fabric factory, FitzmonguerCorp, where she is harassed byVulture, one of the foremen. Despite their differing circumstances, Promethea Stonerand Loretta Count (or ‘L. C.’, as she lets herself be known) find they have something incommon: a determination to free themselves from the Victorian constraints in whichthey live.ISBN: 978-954-384-135-6Publication date: 14 October 2022Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99

Author: EMMA PEDREIRATitle: BIBLIOPATHS AND PHOBOLOGUESSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A bibliopath is an author who believes his books are being mutilated because they’reso popular, or a reader who believes the author is stuffing his books full of codedmessages especially for her. A phobologue is somebody who watches over the simpleuse of language, so we don’t have to follow the rules and can use language any waywe like. This book, however, is populated by a range of other characters, including thewoman who went through her friends on Facebook until only one contact was left, acompany that offers every kind of omelet imaginable, a government employee whofollows the thread of a customer’s red jersey dress until he reaches the customer’sapartment, a translator who becomes so obsessed with the deceased writer she istranslating she tries to copy her in absolutely everything, the “note killer” whomurders using punctuation as a weapon, the librarian who goes through returnedbooks looking for mislaid items, a woman who hears literary voices inside a plexiglassball, the occupant of a house who is driven to leave because books have taken over,an old woman who goes to confess all the men she’s been mixing with, a couplewhose portrait seems to grow old the way they do… Welcome to the Universeaccording to Emma Pedreira, one of the most exciting contemporary authors writingin the Galician language today.ISBN: 978-954-384-136-3Publication date: 19 October 2022Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99



41

Author: ABEL TOMÉTitle: NIGHT OF THE CROWSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The island of Gothard is a law unto itself. Separated from the mainland by a longbridge, it has its own chancellor and popular jury. The island is run by twopowerful families, the Faols (who own the silver mine) and the Cárthaigs (whoown the bank). Decisions are taken by popular vote in the main square, WolfTongue. But when the schoolteacher and his family turn up dead in the housenext to the lighthouse, Beth police force is called to the scene. The inspector incharge of the case is Gonçalves. He lives in Beth, a city that has two facesaccording to how much money you have, though he originally hails from Galatazin the north of the country. He is haunted by the memory of his wife, Anne Marie.The other officers on the case are Pietre, a sex addict who smokes too much, andLúa, whose father suffers from Alzheimer’s and whose great-grandfather wasfrom the island. Aidan Faol, the chancellor, doesn’t take kindly to outsideinterference, and Gonçalves will need to have all his wits about him if he is to getto the truth of why the schoolteacher and his family were murdered. This willinvolve unearthing some dirty secrets about the island itself and will forceGonçalves to confront his own past in one of the best crime novels to have comeout of Galicia in the last twenty years.ISBN: 978-954-384-137-0Publication date: 26 October 2022Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $18.99

Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: RESISTANCESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Rosa Aneiros’ novel Resistance is an epic of contemporary Galician literature thatfollows the fortunes of two very different people during the Estado Novo, theauthoritarian regime in Portugal under António Salazar and Marcello Caetano thatlasted from 1933 to 1974. Dinis Cardoso is a glass-factory worker from a smallfishing village on Portugal’s west coast, São Pedro de Moel. He will be conscriptedfor the Colonial War in Mozambique. An attempt to stand up for workers’ rightswill land him in the infamous Peniche political prison. Filipa Rodrigues is aprivileged girl growing up in Coimbra. Her father, Rui Rodrigues, is a successfulimporter of goods who has made his own fortune. He leans politically towards theright, but his daughter’s activities in the resistance will force the family to flee toBrazil. Sometimes events take precedence over our own wishes – our pathsdiverge, seemingly never to meet again – and memories are like the breakers onSão Pedro de Moel beach, pulled under and out to sea. The novel examinespolitical events in Portugal during the twentieth century, and the influence theseevents had on ordinary people, in a way that is strikingly reminiscent of GabrielGarcía Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude.ISBN: 978-954-384-138-7Publication date: 26 October 2022Price: £15.99 / €18.99 / $21.99
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Author: DIEGO AMEIXEIRAS
Title: NIGHT OF THE CAIMAN
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
In Night of the Caiman, a writer, Ricardo Barros, seeks to complete his magnum
opus and in the process to recreate something of the life of David Goodis. He will
even move to Goodis’ native Philadelphia to follow in his footsteps and discover
something of the darker corners that this city contains. His teacher in the art of
writing is Vicente Mallón, pseudonym Vincent Malone, whose secretary, Selma,
the daughter of a local policeman, will also end up in Philly, seeking the lost
treasure that she lovingly handed over to a man who was not deserving of her
trust. Each paragraph in this narrative has been painstakingly constructed. The
book in its entirety serves as a tribute to all the authors and filmmakers – from
David Goodis to Dashiell Hammett and Patricia Highsmith, François Truffaut and
Paul Wendkos – who with their work and devotion to their craft have gifted us
hours of entertainment.
ISBN: 978-954-384-139-4
Publication date: 14 September 2023
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99

Author: MARILAR ALEIXANDRE
Title: THE MINOTAUR’S DAUGHTER
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
Miranda’s parents, Asterius and Melina, run a tavern in Syracuse, a historic city on
the Italian island of Sicily. They are immigrants from Crete, which they had to
leave in a hurry, never to return. One of their customers is a blind man called
Polyeuphemius, who is almost a member of the family, but they are wary of
another customer, Olysseus, who traffics in ancient artefacts and will stop at
nothing to get what he wants. One day, Miranda bumps into Antelmo, a
schoolmate who is now a fisherman and has grown into a bit of a hunk. Antelmo
invites her to join the League of Gorgons, an organization that endeavours to
prevent Sicily’s cultural heritage from being pillaged. This will lead her to cross the
island with a mathematical treatise by Archimedes, dodging craters left behind by
the combatants of the Second World War, to learn about her family’s past, and to
meet a great inventor who specializes in aircraft, Dae Dalus. The text is
interspersed with stories that reintroduce the reader to Greek myths, and with
characters, some of whom are not what they seem…
ISBN: 978-954-384-140-0
Publication date: 26 September 2023
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99
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Author: ABEL TOMÉTitle: NIGHT OF THE WOLFSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Captain Lourenço d’Ourantes lives in the cold, northern wood of Luiçiana. Hissoldiering days are over. He has taken refuge among a people who rid themselvesof their overlord and the servants of the Church in order to be free of theircontrol. One day, a messenger arrives from the county of Constança Valley in thesouth. D’Ourantes’ first impulse is to send him away, he has no interest inrevisiting his fighting days. But then the messenger explains that he is wanted bythe Count not as a soldier, but as a wolf hunter. The same wolf that escaped hisclutches in White Cliffs has returned to torment the people of Constança Valleyand has killed the Count’s son. D’Ourantes will embark on a journey ofredemption, dodging the traps set by bandits, robbers, and rapists, coming acrossboatmen, blind seers, Robin Hood figures. Night of the Wolf introduces us to aland of legends that exists only in the author’s imagination – the same feat heachieved with his previous novel, Night of the Crow – so convincingly that we feelthe cold in our bones, the swaying of the boat, the coarseness of the rope aroundour wrists, the slicing of teeth. Perhaps we know more about the wolf than wethink.ISBN: 978-954-384-141-7Publication date: 14 September 2023Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99

Author: FINA CASALDERREY
Title: MOTHER-OF-PEARL MOONS
Series: SMALL STATIONS FICTION
Description:
In this collection, Fina Casalderrey regales us with five stories written in the starry
firmament of night. In the title story, a woman moves with her husband to a
house in the village, where she plans to give birth, and is approached by a
gardener who offers to tend the garden at night. In “Appointment in the Gardens
of the South”, a descendant of Galician emigrants to Argentina is drawn to a
bronze statue whose face he cannot make out, which leads him to dig into his
memory. In “Gusts of Mist”, a woman walks the Northern Way to Santiago de
Compostela in pursuit of happiness. In “Residence Zero”, an artist moves to a new
housing development in search of space, but finds it unsettling. In “An Ice Cream
for Life”, a man is shocked to discover that he has no heart. This book is
reminiscent of another classic of Galician literature,When There’s a Knock on the
Door at Night, also available from Small Stations Press.
ISBN: 978-954-384-142-4
Publication date: 08 September 2023
Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: PACO MARTÍNTitle: STORIES TO READ AT NIGHTSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:This volume contains four of the best short stories by Spanish National BookAward winner Paco Martín. In “The New Fire”, a commune has been set up in anabandoned village. One of the residents, Mr Mirión, has a kind of totem pole inhis yard, which the narrator and his friend would like to use for the St John’sbonfire, but they’re afraid to approach him. In “Fina”, a local doctor writes a letterto his ex-wife and a group of friends to explain the case of a young patient calledFina, who later became a very beautiful woman, and how desperate she was tohave a child. In “Pitchfork”, a name used in Galician to refer to the commonearwig, Rita is having an affair with a married composer, Silvio Moreiras, whointroduces her by a different name wherever they go. Silvio arranges to take herto a friend’s villa with a view to having a good time and then calling off theirrelationship. In “Motorway”, Milucho is an unofficial guide who accompanies tourgroups to various destinations. On the way from Galicia to Madrid, the brand-newbus they are on breaks down, and Milucho is left to appease the travellers insearing heat, without being able to pinpoint on the map exactly where they are. Arich and varied story collection with elements of the supernatural.ISBN: 978-954-384-144-8Publication date: 25 September 2023Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99

Author: LUÍSA VILLALTATitle: THE KEYS OF TIMESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The story in The Keys of Time by Luísa Villalta is told by Silence, not for hercontemporaries (who are busy with other things), but for those who have yet tobe born. There is in Galicia a good king named Arturo, a descendant of KingArthur, under whom the kingdom prospers. But he is troubled by skirmishes onhis borders and a dwindling army. He has two sons, Afonso and Pedro, but isunsure who should succeed him. The mythical King Arthur comes to him in adream and tells him to make two keys that look alike, one of gold, the other ofiron. The gold key will ensure that prosperity continues, but the iron one willusher in chaos and destruction. King Arturo dispatches his sons to deal with hisenemies and gives them each a key, saying that the one who returns first willbecome king in his stead and must exile the other. But neither of them will knowwhich key he has. Afonso is so noble he can be cruel and selfish; Pedro is theking’s favorite because of his kindness and skill in the arts. The two sons go off towar, Afonso accompanied by the best knights at court, Pedro by plebeians withno training, but who are fervently loyal. The stage is set to see who will returnfirst, each believing they hold the key to the kingdom’s future.ISBN: 978-954-384-145-5Publication date: 03 September 2024Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: MANUEL DARRIBATitle: THE FOREST IS BIG AND DEEPSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A traveller, Hans Meyer, has decided not to enlist. He enters the forest from the City. Hecomes to a village where he is led to an empty shack and given food. He helps sow a field.The pig slaughterer, old and hunchbacked, tells him they need more brandy and sendshim to fetch some from the distiller. Meyer finds the distiller, who lives in a cabin in theforest, and together they make brandy. The distiller tells him about another village fivedays further east from there, a commune where they share everything and there are lotsof young women. On the way to the commune, the traveller takes refuge in a cave, wherehe meets a hunter. The hunter teaches him how to use his shotgun to catch hares. Out inthe snow, the traveller meets three women, who take him to their cabin and sleep withhim. When he reaches the commune, he is put to shovelling snow, chopping wood andfetching water. He becomes a slave. When the snow melts, he leaves the commune.Despite the hostility of the surroundings, there is something that has made the travellerabandon the City. He says he is fleeing from night and war. In cinematic sequences, theauthor leads the reader ever deeper into the forest. The Forest Is Big and Deep is like atextual film, or a cinematic text, that explores human nature, desire, freedom, and theurge to explore the unknown that has defined human history in terms of conquest andmigration, themes that resonate in the world we live in.ISBN: 978-954-384-146-2Publication date: 08 September 2024Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99

Author: FINA CASALDERREYTitle: A FLY’S WINGS FOR ANXOSeries: GALICIAN WAVEDescription:At the start of the school year, the pupils of Don Carlos’ class in Year Six are feelingpretty relaxed. They’re not expecting any novelties, and they’re not worried aboutgetting Don Xenaro as their teacher, whose belly is so big the only way he could be amountaineer is in a lift. But in the school playground, while waiting to go to class, thepupils realize they have a new classmate – another girl! And girls were already amajority. The first thing the new girl, Estrela Canedo, does is give the boy sharing herdesk a smackeroo. This sets the cat among the pigeons. She then asks the class if theycan be friends. Some of the children take advantage of her gullibility; one boy is calledAnxo, which means “Angel”, and Estrela thinks he must have a pair of wings. But herspontaneity and candour soon endear her to her classmates. She can take a joke; theonly thing she can’t take is when someone gets angry and raises their voice. Abusinessman, Ramón González, has been kidnapped for six months, and it will takethis girl whom the doctors have labelled “backward” and whom the newspapers call“mentally retarded” to show the others the meaning of bravery and to highlight thecowardice of those who would deprive a fellow human being of their freedom.Candour – or truth – can be the only thing that saves us.ISBN: 978-954-384-147-9Publication date: 14 September 2024Price: £10.99 / €13.99 / $15.99
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Author: SANTIAGO LOPOTitle: THE POSTWOMANSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The Postwoman is one of the most ambitious and well-written novels to havecome out of Galicia in the last twenty years. It follows the trials and tribulations(and sporadic joys) of a temporary postwoman in an imaginary city that might beVigo. She is assigned to the district of Somewhere, where she comes into contactwith a host of characters – from Humpty, an ex-heroin addict who likes to read onhis windowsill, to the fortune-teller Selena, who warns her to watch out for theeyes of the beast, the dastardly trio of Mr Red, Dame Pink and Miss Blue,colonizers of a hectare in Area 51 who are hostile to intruders, and the rich manfrom Villa Ramona who owns two dogs and a Vietnamese pig. The postwoman isgiven short shrift, but she is also a voyeuse who knows more about the lives ofthose she delivers to than the local doctor or parish priest. Her inseparablecompanion is the blue and yellow trolley stuffed with letters, parcels and Internetpurchases, which she baptizes Primitivo and which, on the slopes of Fourth Circle,does its best to run her over. Both the postwoman, and the translator of this bookinto English, hold BAs in Classics, and there’s nothing like Classics to give you aclear-sighted, timeless view of the world you live in.ISBN: 978-954-384-148-6Publication date: 16 September 2024Price: £16.99 / €19.99 / $22.99

Author: SARA VILA ALONSOTitle: EIGHT DAYS WITHOUT EVA CORTESSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:It is Antía Ubeira’s first day back at the newspaper after the holidays. After years of tryingto get pregnant, her period has just come. And she has been given an assignment about ayoung woman from the Vilar district who has gone missing, when Marcos is the one whonormally deals with accident and crime. She is in a stale relationship with her boyfriend,Darío, who writes articles on politics and the relationship between average income andelectoral results. Fascinating stuff, but Antía can’t bring herself to enthuse about it. Whenshe calls to speak to the missing woman’s mother, she hopes the woman will havereappeared and disaster been averted. But no, Eva Cortes is still missing. Over a period ofeight days, from Monday to the following Monday, Antía will be drawn ever deeper intothe case and find herself getting emotionally involved. On each day, we are presentedwith a snippet of the missing woman’s diary – “Secrets have an expiry date. They don’texist, because sooner or later they end up being revealed” – we follow the progress of thepolice investigation and read the next day’s article. Eva Cortes has a secret that is growinginside her, getting bigger, taking over her life. What can have caused her disappearance?And where is the line between objective reporting and selling newspapers on the back ofsomeone else’s misfortune? In this fast-paced narrative that seeks to shed light on Eva’slast movements, Antía’s role as a reporter will be instrumental in helping to solve themystery.ISBN: 978-954-384-149-3Publication date: 16 September 2024Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $18.99
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Author: ROSA ANEIROSTitle: SIBILASeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:It is a cold, rainy December night, and Sibila is on a mission. She has lefteverything that might give away her location at home and rented a car in thename of a deceased person. Her destination is an island that lies severalkilometres offshore. She has arranged for a guide to take her across at low tide.Because this is not a normal island, no one is allowed to spend the night therewithout special permission, it is subject to the strictest protective measures. It isdesignated as a vestige-place, a gaia-place, and only a small group of old peopleare allowed to live there, to keep the island spick and span for the tourists whoarrive during the day. Sibila knows most of them. She knows them because shewas raised on the island until her parents decided to move to the mainland whenshe was twelve. But what has brought her back to the island after an absence ofsome years? And why the need for so much secrecy? The narrative begins in thefuture and then immerses the reader in the past to elucidate the course ofevents. This is an incredibly rich text, with unusual metaphors, by one of Galicia’sforemost writers.ISBN: 978-954-384-150-9Publication date: 16 September 2024Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $20.99

Author: XOSÉ LUÍS MÉNDEZ FERRÍNTitle: BRITTANY, ESMERALDINASeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:Amaury is a political prisoner, a member of the Resistance, who has just been admitted toPríncipe Prison in the land of Tagen Ata, a place ‘that has been vilely regionalised by therepublican regime of Terra Ancha’. Tagen Ata might be taken to refer to Galicia, and TerraAncha to Spain. His homeland is Brittany. The novel takes the form of a letter he writes tohis beloved Esmeraldina. During forty days of solitary confinement, he is visited by theImam, the Doctor and a Chief Supervisory Officer, who orders the autonomous prisonofficers or apos to carry out a ‘preventive’ beating of the prisoner. He is nursed back tohealth by Corporal Hrutgy Simplicissimus, who couldn’t care less whether Tagen Atabecomes an independent nation or not and has no faith in causes. After years ofrevolutionary devotion to the cause of the national liberation of Tagen Ata, ‘which is thesame as saying the cause of the liberation of all subjected peoples’, Amaury cannotremember his roots, the place he is from, so he longs ‘for all Brittany, despite realisingthat what I loved was a sigh in the evening, a chirruping of skylarks at midday, anenigmatic call of the earth, a scream, like that of a pig or of waves as they break amongthe mighty whirlpools of Morbihan and roar as if kelp had a gloomy voice’. All heremembers is the name of his family doctor, Dr Le Barre. Facing a life sentence, hedecides to devote the fragment of time left of his life to searching for Dr Le Barre in thehope that he will lead him to his family, his name, his social status and his birthplace.ISBN: 978-954-384-151-6Publication date: 08 May 2025Price: £17.99 / €20.99 / $24.99
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Author: ANTÓN RIVEIRO COELLOTitle: WOUNDED BY THE WINDSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The year is 1978. The author is a boy of fifteen who has just returned from boardingschool to his home town of Xinzo de Limia in the province of Ourense, Galicia. This townon the River Limia – identified by Roman soldiers with the mythical River Lethe, the Riverof Forgetfulness – is famous for two things: its prolonged carnival celebrations, duringwhich affable demons known as pantallas patrol the town’s streets, banging togetherinflated pig bladders, and frogs. It is also inhabited by a series of memorable beings whohave been “wounded by the wind” (though sometimes their judgement seems to bebetter than that of normal human beings). The author’s grandfather, Mauro, records thiscast of unusual characters in his notebook and shares his impressions with the writerCarlos Casares, who gifts the boy, a budding narrator, his book of short stories WoundedWind. The author has fallen madly in love with Gabriela. They have declared their love foreach other, and this makes it especially important that he get back to the town where heis from. He has remained faithful to her over three long months. The book will introducethe reader to some of the more colourful figures in Xinzo – Marcelino who boards coachesand reads outdated news items about Hitler; Demetrio who plants a tree for eachnewborn child; Tiroliro (“Skirl”) who assiduously picks up cigarette ends from under thecafé tables – and will document the author’s own passage from the scarcity of innocenceto the rewards of knowledge. Reading will set you free.ISBN: 978-954-384-152-3Publication date: 08 September 2025Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $17.99

Author: FABIO RIVASTitle: THE PROPER PAINTINGSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:A painter, Xabier Nóvoa, who can only paint if he has a live model in front of him. Amaid, Carmiña, who is queen of the washing place. A pickpocket, Inés, who knowshow to catch eels. A stepfather, Pig, who merges with the pigs he pins to the ground.A father, Henrique, who works on a North Sea oil rig. Two boys, Forxán and Tilve, whosteal from the cab of a fruit lorry. A blind girl, Adela, who seeks revenge with the helpof Mariña. A bookseller, Antía, who prepares reading requests for the local inmates.There are hidden connections – Sailor, who visits Carmiña’s mistress, is theheadmaster of Forxán and Tilve’s school; Tilve uses the ruins of the mill where Mariñatakes refuge as a landmark; Adela is one of the children entertained by Inés when shehitches a ride; the inmate in the last story is Inés’s grandson and sports a tattoo doneby the painter. The eight stories in The Proper Painting, Fabio Rivas’s inauguralvolume, published when the author was twenty-six, met with universal acclaim whenthe Galician edition came out in 2023; the depth of language, myriad narrative voicesand unexpected plot-lines place him firmly in the line of his namesake, Manuel Rivas,and the latter’s book Vermeer’s Milkmaid & Other Stories, which won the SpanishNational Book Award in 1996. Both books are translated into English by JonathanDunne.ISBN: 978-954-384-153-0Publication date: 09 September 2025Price: £12.99 / €15.99 / $17.99
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Author: CARLOS CASARESTitle: THE SUN OF SUMMERSeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:The Sun of Summer is the Ourense writer Carlos Casares’s final work and waspublished only a month after his death on 9 March 2002. It is a lyrical,retrospective novel narrated in the voice of a young woman named Helena. Sherecalls her childhood playing games with Carlos in the grounds of the family homein Beiro, a village north of Ourense where the author used to spend his summersand where his uncle was parish priest. Helena’s aunt, Mercedes, thinks the boyhas a hairy devil in him, but her mother, Carmela, is charmed by him, especiallywhen he has a go at Helena’s father, Indalecio, because of his predilection forpriests. Over successive summers, Helena and Carlos will grow up in each other’scompany. Later, Helena will marry Arturo, who studied with Carlos in Madrid. Thenovel is set in the summer of 1968 and traces the history of their relationship. Itopens with a tragic event and, from this later perspective, Helena reveals thereasons for their closeness. In elaborate, flowing prose, Casares treats us to ajourney into the past, which is also the past of Galicia, a past made up of severalstrands, which the author skilfully weaves together.ISBN: 978-954-384-154-7Publication date: 10 September 2025Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $19.99

Author: LUÍS REI NÚÑEZTitle: THE ARTIEDA FILESeries: SMALL STATIONS FICTIONDescription:People who live near Coruña railway station set their clocks, more or less accurately,according to when the Madrid Express pulls into the station like a herd of bison. Thecustomers in Odilo Querentes’s photographic studio time how late it is. There’s thelamplighter Mungo Ures and the tram-driver Mamede Aneiros, the blind man MateoLan, the nightclub singer Trina, and Odilo’s assistant, Bibiana Brea. The men discussfootball while complimenting Bibiana on her looks. They listen to Enrique Mariñas, ahousehold name in Coruña, commentating on a match at Riazor stadium, whichFranco has chosen to attend, but the broadcast is interrupted by members of theNational Union for the Republic calling for a national strike in defence of democracy.It is the 1950s, and there is still resistance to Franco’s regime, especially among theMaquis, resistance fighters like Artieda whose aim is to undermine the regime and tobring down its leader in a game of cat and mouse that will not be without casualties.The plot thickens as the Maquis seek a way to reach Franco, who is taking his usualsummer break in his native Galicia, and the reader is given a front-row seat to theaction as it unfolds in different parts of the city, including its most emblematicbuilding, the Tower of Hercules, a first-century Roman lighthouse at its northernmosttip.ISBN: 978-954-384-155-4Publication date: 11 September 2025Price: £14.99 / €17.99 / $20.99
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Author: FINA CASALDERREY
Title: YOU SURVIVED?
Series: GALICIAN WAVE
Description:
Francisco Sánchez Loiro, “Moni” to his friends, is having problems at school. The
teachers find him aggressive, and he keeps being called into the director’s office.
He is studying Hostelry and Tourism and has had to repeat the second year of
vocational training. It’s not that he’s not talented, he just can’t be bothered to
apply himself. He also likes to swear a lot. The only time he feels well is when he
is with his best friend, Tito, or with his podencos, the warren hounds Tito and he
breed. His dream is to have one of his dogs recognized by the Andalusian
Podenco Club. It is six years since his mother died of breast cancer, and the family
unit – his father; his older sister, Marianxo – has suffered as a result. The question
is, will he go off the rails, become a drug addict like so many of those around him,
or will he manage to keep his dignity intact, to control his temper? Life is a role-
playing game, filled with obstacles and opportunities. The important thing is to
focus our energies on the right objective.
ISBN: 978-954-384-156-1
Publication date: 12 September 2025
Price: £11.99 / €14.99 / $16.99

Author: RAFAEL DIESTE
Title: FROM THE IMP’S ARCHIVES
Series: GALICIAN CLASSICS
Description:
Rafael Dieste (Rianxo, 1899-Santiago de Compostela, 1981) stands alongside such
names as Castelao, Álvaro Cunqueiro and Ánxel Fole as a classic of twentieth-
century Galician literature. He wrote in both the Galician and Spanish languages
and is best known for his short stories, of which he published two collections: one
in Galician – From the Imp’s Archives (Dos arquivos do trasno, 1926, expanded in
1962 and 1973) – and another in Spanish – Stories and Inventions of Félix Muriel
(Historias e invenciones de Félix Muriel, 1943 and 1974, expanded in 1985). His
stories are characterized by clarity of style, a sense of wonder in which a burning
candle implies the presence of someone or a toy schooner comes to life and
increases to fantastic proportions in order to bore a hole in the darkness, and
attention paid to what might otherwise be considered marginal characters in life
– a tramp, a stoker from the engine room, or the chess piece, a knight. The reader
is transported to a past in which children place shoes on the balcony on Epiphany
Eve and to a future, ten thousand years hence, when the narrator hopes to come
across an advanced culture with teaching under the open sky. There are touching
encounters – on an iron bridge, between a man who thinks of himself as long-
suffering and one who it turns out has endured much more than him. But it is the
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sense of wonder, that thin veil between the narrow spectrum of light we are
capable of seeing and a reality we only glimpse, that prevails in these stories, as
when children playing on some ground-floor premises are convinced they have
spotted an eye staring down at them from the ceiling (or was it a mislaid
button?). Not everything goes our way – an emigrant to America may not return
rich; a whale washed up on our shore may end up being claimed by someone
else. But wealth is measured in experience. A brief preface contains the author’s
treatise on how to write a good story. From the Imp’s Archives is one of the best
books of short stories ever written, deserving of international recognition, and is
here presented to an English-speaking audience for the first time in Jonathan
Dunne’s inimitable translation from Galician, carried out over a period of twenty-
five years. The stories are skilfully illustrated by two well-known Galician artists:
Xohán Ledo (in the 1962 edition) and Luis Seoane (1973).
ISBN: 978-954-384-157-8
Publication date: 14 January 2026
Price: £13.99 / €16.99 / $19.99
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